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Corkisthe Outer Bark of
the Quercus Suber L.

(cork oak tree)

Cork oak trees are native to the Western
Mediterranean Basin, where growing
conditions are ideal

A cork oak tree can live on average
200years, during which time it may be
harvested 15 to 18 times

The process of natural cork extraction is called
harvesting, a highly specialized process that
does not harm the tree

The cork tree is the only oak species whose
bark regenerates itself after each harvest

After each harvest, the cork oak undergoes an
original process of self-regeneration of the
bark, which gives the activity of cork
harvesting a uniquely sustainable nature
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Harvesting

It takes, on average, 25 years before a cork oak
can be harvested for the first time

The first harvesting occurs when the trunk’s
circumference reaches 70 em, measured
at 1.3 meters from the ground

After this first operation, the following harvestings
are made at intervals of, at least, nine years,
always between May and August, when the tree
is atits most active phase of growth

Harvested in sections of 2/3 of the tree, the bark
grows back completely, taking on a smoother
texture after each harvest

ltis only after the 3rd harvest — 43 years — that
the cork has achieved the standards of quality
required for a natural cork stopper
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Cork’s own Nature

Corkis an ecological and sustainable
material 100% natural, renewable,
recyclable and reusable

> Acoustic insulator » High temperature resistant
> Thermal effective > Fireretardant

> Impermeable to liquids and gases > Hypoallergenic

> Elastic and compressible » Shock absorbent
> Resilient > Soft touch
> Very light > Warm feeling
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Annual Cork Production
and Cork Oak Forest Area

FRANCE

5,200 Tons

2.6%

(-]

ITALY
Cork oak forest area SPAIN 6,161 Tons
PORTUGAL 61,504 Tons 3.1%
Portugal 736,775h 349% 0 )
ortigs ° — 100,000 Tons 30.5%
Spain 574,248 ha 27% 49.6% .
Morocco 383,120 ha 18%
Algeria 230,000ha 1%
Tunisia 85,771ha 4% TUNISIA
France 65,228 ha 3% 6,962 Tons
Italy 64,800 ha 3% 3.9%
Source: Portugal: IFNG, 2013; Spain: MARM, 2007; Italy: FAO, 2005; (o)
France:IM Liege, 2005; Morocco: HCEF Marroc, 2011; Algeria: EFI, 2009;
Tunisia: Ben Jamaa, 2011. MARROCCO
11,686 Tons SI_9C1;5E -II?(I)'?; s
5.8% 4.9%
2.1 million hectaresinthe
West Mediterranean Basin, (@)
withideal growing conditions for this species: soil (o]
composition, temperature, water and altitude.
Country area
O Production percentage
Source: FAO(2010)
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Integral Verticalization
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