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Natural, with outer space performance.

Far from being confined to its more traditional applications,
cork continues to confirm its superior performance. Due to
its unique characteristics, when combined with innovation,
cork can withstand extreme conditions and excels in the most
unlikely of applications — such as providing thermal protection
for rockets on NASA space missions. Having proven itself even
in the world’s most demandingand complex sectors, Corticeira
Amorim continues to expand cork’s diverse range of applications
and demonstrate that it is a solution capable of meeting the most
challengingrequirements, across a wide variety of industries.

©NASA JohnKraus
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The future of

space exploration
involves cork

Humanity isreturningto the Moon
thanksto NASA’s Artemis [T mission,
which marksahistoric milestone. We're
proud that Portuguese corkis once again
beingusedin the spacecraft’'sthermal
protectionsystem. The aerospace sector
isundergoinga fast-changing paradigm,
with an exponentialincrease in the forecast
number offlightsand risingdemand
forreusable and efficient materials.

Inthis context, corkisreaffirmingits
positionasa cutting-edge technology.
Beyond its more traditional applica-

tions, corkisrevealingits true technolo-
gical potential in space missions. Through
intensive engineering work, we have been
able to transform this 100% natural raw
materialinto theadvanced composites P50,
P45and, morerecently, P65. Cork playsa
simple but critical role inthe SLSrocketand
Orion capsule: to protect vital structures
by sacrificingitself. When exposed to
extreme heatand relentless aerodynamic
stresses, cork undergoesa controlled trans-
formation, creatinga carbonised layer that
providesthermalinsulation, absorbing
mechanical energy and ensuringthe
integrity of the spacecraftandits crew.
Ourinvolvementin the Artemis I mission,
followingthe success of Artemis|, isno
coincidence. Inthe aerospace sector,
continuity isnotagiven—itisearned
through performance and reliability.

From the historic Apolloand Space

Shuttle programmesto today’s Vega

and Falcon 9 rockets, cork supplied

by Amorim hassafeguarded the most
demandingmissions ever undertaken.
Thislegacy demonstratesthatcork’s
unique properties —thermal resistance,
abrasionresistance, natural vibration
damping, structural lightness and flexibility
—meet the highest technical standards.
The growth of space exploration
opensupaworld of possibilities for

the future. Asmissionsbecome more
ambitious, materials science is shifting
fromasupportingfunctionto playinga
centralrole inhow these missionsare
designed. The future of high-perfor-
mance engineering willincreasingly
depend on materialsinspired by nature
—and cork standsat the forefront.

Ifour cork can withstand the most
extreme conditionsin the universe,
ithasboundless potential to revolutionise
the industry, confirmingthe advice
thataNASA astronaut once gave us:
“Cork-don’tleave Earth withoutit!”.

YEAR43 Editorial English Translation Packaging

ISSUE1 Editorialista Sombra Chinesa Porenvel Distribuigao,

MAY 2026 Inés Pimenta Comércio e Servigos, S.A.
Beatriz Grave German, Spanish,

Head Office and French Translation Periodicity

Rua Comendador Américo Opinion Expresséo Quarterly

Ferreira Amorim, n® 380 Joéo Pedro Azevedo

4535-186 Mozelos VFR Printing and Binding Printrun

Portugal Publisher Lidergraf— 16,903 copies
Corticeira Amorim Artes Gréficas, S.A.

Property of Legal Deposit

Corticeira Amorim Graphic design Distribution 386410/15
Studio Eduardo Aires Iberomail Correio

Coordination Studio Dobra (Iayout) Internacional, Lda

Corporate CTT —Correios de Portugal, SA

Communications

Department

CorticeiraAmorim, S. G.P.S., S.A. undertakes to protect and respect your privacy. You may stop receiving Amorim News at
any time. For this purpose, send us an email to press@amorim.com. For more information about our privacy practices, as well
as the exercise of your personal datarights, consult our Privacy Policy, available at www.amorim.com

MIX

Paper from
responsible sources

E‘w'scocvg FSC® C114687

YEAR43/ISSUE1 3



Portuguese cork once
again protects NASA’s
Artemis mission

After contributingto the Artemis I missionin 2022, Portuguese
cork is now returningto space as part of the Artemis Il mission.
The material is being used in the Space Launch System (SLS)

- the only rocket capable of carrying the capsule, astronauts
and payload directly to the Moon in a single launch.
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“The application

of corkin the
Artemisland
Artemis Il missions
demonstratesits
reliability in some of
the mostdemanding

environments that
engineers have
ever faced. Inthe
aerospace sector,
continuity isnever
taken for granted —
it’searned through
performance”.

Antonio Riosde Amorim,

Chairmanand CEO of Corticeira Amorim

Corkplaysaverysimple, yet crucial role.
Onthe Artemis I mission, which took
agroup of astronautsto explore the far
side ofthe Moon — further than anyone
hasever previously gone in the history
of space exploration — corkactsasan
insulatingmaterial, protectingcritical
structuresand various components
from extreme temperatures during

the flightand ensuringthe space-
craft’'sintegrity insome of the harshest
conditions ever faced by humankind.
Farbeyondits traditional uses, such as
in cork stoppersor flooring, cork has
surprisingpotential in the aerospace
sector. P50,a composite cork solution, is
ahigh-performance technical material,
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capable of protectingcritical structures
duringlaunchand re-entry,duringspace
missions. It combinesthermalinsulation
inextreme heat with energy absorption
under mechanicalstress, flexibility toadapt
to complexgeometriesand compatibility
withadvanced composite systems. These
characteristicsmake itideal for thistype
ofapplication, asrecognised by NASA.
Eduardo Soares, Director of Innovation
at Amorim Cork Solutions, emphasises
theimportance of thisrole. “Simple,
yetcrucial. Asthe temperature rises, the
material undergoesa controlled transfor-
mation, forminga carbonised layer
thatincreases thermalresistance and
protectsthe underlyingstructures.’

Cork withstands extreme conditions
toensure the safety of the space-
craft'smostsensitive parts (and

the crew whodepend onit)).

YEAR43/ISSUE1



©NASA Sam Lott

Assingle launch

Accordingto NASA, the SLSrocket, which
incorporates cork supplied by Corticeira
Amorim, has “greater payload capacity,
volume and thrust thanany otherrocket”
Recognised as “one of the pillars of deep
space explorationand of the Artemis
programme”, SLS continuesto be the only
rocket capable of transporting Orion —
the capsule that carries the astronauts —
directly to the Mooninasingle launch.
Cork hasbeenusedinspace exploration
for decades: beginning with the Apollo

11 mission, which took humanity to

the Moon for the first time. Buildingon
consistentsuccess, it hasalso formed
partofthe Titan, Delta, Mars Rovers

and Atlantis programmes, as wellasthe
ArtemisImission, which lasted around
25daysand has paved the way foraseries
ofincreasingly complex missionsto the

Moon and future journeys to Mars.
Complexengineeringwork has
beenrequired to ensure thatthe P50
composite solutionisreliable, complies
with extremely high standards,and can
withstand the harsh conditions of space.
The material underwent extensive
testingin the 1980s, hasbeen used

by NASA eversince,and continues
toevolve to meet the challenges of
environments where heat, pressure
andspeed attain unimaginable levels.

FromOto
28,000km/hin
eight minutes

NASA’s SLS (Space Launch System)isa
super heavy-lift rocket, whichincludes
adistinctive orange colour in its central
section, thatisone of the sectionsthat
hasasubstantial cork cladding,
Thisinsulation, perfectly engineered
toaccommodate the geometry and
extreme conditions to which the launch
vehicleissubjected, managestobe

both flexible and rigid. While providing
thermal protection for the interior,
itadaptstothe rocket’smovements

and withstands extreme aerodynamic
pressuresasthe rocketaccelerates from
0t028,003km/hand climbsto over185
kmabove Earthin only eight minutes.
Thisisan extremely hostile environment,
where heat, speed and pressure would
damage lessrobust structures.
Corkrevealsitsfull potentialin this
demandingcontext. Antonio Riosde
Amorim, Corticeira Amorim’s Chairman
and CEO, explainsthat “if cork can play
aroleinan environmentascomplexand
technologically demandingasspace,
thisdemonstratesits potential for
applicationinvirtually any industry”.
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Natural, with outer
space performance

P50is made from cork, araw material
derived from the cork oak tree, consti-
tutingone of nature’s simplest yet most
extraordinary solutions. Harvested
sustainably, without damagingthe tree,
cork hasunexpected value whenused
inthe aerospace sector. Antonio Riosde
Amorim emphasises: “Itisa clear example
ofhow anatural material, when combined
withknowledge and innovation, can meet
the highest technological standards”
Fordecades, Amorim Cork Solutions
hasbeen developing cork-based thermal
protectionsystems for environments that
face high technological demands. P50
isthe result of thisjourney, combining
arigorousselection of raw materials

with exhaustive testing - to ensure

©NASA Sam Lott

reliability, precisionand performance
eveninthe mostextreme conditions.
Withaproventrack record in the most
demandingsectorsand maintaininga

firm eye on the future, Corticeira Amorim
continuesto develop innovative and more
sustainable solutions for the aerospace
industry, establishingcork asa high-perfor-
mance material in some of the world’s most
challengingtechnological environments.
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Corticeira Amorim

included in S&P

Global’s Sustainability

Yearbook 2026

Corticeira Amorim hasbeen recognised by Standard & Poor’s

(S&P Global) asa Yearbook Member and Industry Mover in
the Sustainability Yearbook 2026 - one of the most widely
recognised international benchmarks for ESG performance

assessment.

Thisis the first time that Corticeira
Amorim hasbeenincludedin this
Yearbook, andithasalsoreceived the
Industry Mover distinction, signalling
inclusionamongst the highest-per-
formingcompanies with the most dynamic
growthinitssector. Inclusionasa Sustai-
nability Yearbook Member indicates that
Corticeira Amorim ranksamongst the

top 15% of companiesin terms of sustai-
nability performance withinitssector,
accordingto S&P Global’smethodology.
The Industry Moveraward is presented
tothe company thatdemonstratesthe
greatestyear-on-yearimprovementin
ESG performance — spanningenviron-
mental, social and governance dimensions
—reflectingconsistentand wide-ranging
progressinitsin-house practicesand
processes, compared with other companies
assessed within the same industry.

S&P Global’s Corporate Sustaina-

bility Assessmentisone of the most
comprehensive international assessments
of corporate sustainability practices,and
iswidely used by investorsand other
stakeholdersasabenchmark for comparing

companiesandsectors. Inthisedition, more
than 9,200 companiesacross 59 industries
were assessed, with only 848 includedin
the Sustainability Yearbook 2026, atatime
when the gap between leadingcompanies
and the rest ofthe fieldis widening,

Robert Dornau, Head of Corporate
Solutionsand Engagementat S&P Global
Sustainablel, emphasisesthat “thisyear’s
Yearbook reflects continued leadership
andaclearer distinction between the
companies that maintain transparency and
momentum and those that face obstacles,
with slowing measurable progress”.

O54F Global 2026,

S&P Global

Corticeira Amorim, S.G.PS., S.A.
Containers & Packaging

Industry Mover

Corporate Sustainability
Assessment (CSA) 2025

69/100 | Eomi. .o

Fiar tarme of use, vist www spgiobal comearbock

Sustainability
Yearbook Member
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Antonio Riosde Amorim
is distinguished in the
National Agricultural

Awards

Corticeira Amorim’s Chairman and CEO received

the Personality Prize in the 14th edition of the awards,
which aimsto recognise and highlight the best work in
Portugal’s agricultural sector.

Antonio Riosde Amorim wasawarded the
Personality Prize as part of the National
Agriculture Awards, organised by Banco
BPland Medialivre, sponsored by the
Ministry of Agriculture and the Seaand
supported by PwC, which each year
distinguishes projectsinthe agricul-
turaland agri-food sectorsthat have
excelledin the fields ofinnovation,
sustainability and entrepreneurship.

The prize wasawarded in recognition of
Antonio Riosde Amorim’s contribution
tothe modernisation, technological
innovationand internationalisation of the
corksector, which Portugalleads, and for his
ongoing commitment to,and investment
in, sustainability, the circular economy
and enhancement of the cork oak forest.
The 14th edition of the National
Agriculture Awardsreceived 369 entries
fromvarious parts of Portugal, coveringa
wide range of sectors - from wine to olive
groves, and from fishingto fruit growing.
Sixsuccessstories were selected, repre-
sentingbest practice in theirsectors.

The Awards once again highlight the
importance of balancingenviron-

mental protectionand competiti-
veness, by investingininnovation
andsustainable development, in
line with Corticeira Amorim’s core
values and day-to-day practices.
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Giuseppe Penone
presents The
Reflection of Bronze,
highlighting cork

The Reflection of Bronze is Giuseppe Penone’s latest exhibition
at the Gagosian Gallery, in New York. The exhibition, opened
on 22 April, features two major bodies of work, and cork isone
of the central elements of the installation.




Curated by Adam D. Weinberg, director
emeritus of the Whitney Museum of
American Art,alsoin New York, the
exhibition stems from the research
Giuseppe Penone hasbeen conducting
since thelate 1960sontreesand the
relationship between the human

body and nature. Thisjourney, which
gaverise to hisrenowned wooden
sculptures, now continues with artwork
inbronze, amaterial through which he
exploresideasof permanence, trans-
formation and the passage of time.

The sensory dimension of the exhibition
gainsgreaterimpetus, however, through the
use of cork. Inthe first of the three rooms
ofthe exhibition route, the space opens
up, clad from floor to ceiling with cork
planks - the renewable bark of the cork
oak-to create animmersive atmosphere
inwhich bronzeisalsointegrated.
Theartist’s relationship with cork stems
fromthe way this material embodies
theideaoftime. “lam fascinated by the
production of cork, whichisbased on
time. Cork oaks grow for 40 years before
beingstripped for the first time; then,

for nine years, they grow anew bark that
will be stripped, and thenanother nine
years,andso on... have seen plantations
ofyoungoak treesthat will be stripped in
two generations’ time. A “forest-factory”
of cork that operatesin tune with the trees’
naturallife cycle, flanked by generations
after generations of men, countingthe years
ofthe forest’sgrowth., states the artist.

© Maris Hutchinson

Asculpture, Marsia (Marsyas),standsin the
centre of thissame room. Thissculpture
isinspired by the Greek myth of Marsyas,
the satyr wholostamusical contestto
Apollo and was condemned to be flayed
alive whilstsuspended from atree. The
work consists of two interlinked bronze
branches, one coveredinbark and the
otherbare, simultaneously evokingvulne-
rability, transformation and resilience.
“Uponenteringthe gallery of my
exhibitionat Gagosianin New York,
oneisenveloped by the yearsof

growth ofthe cork that coversthe

walls;” describes Giuseppe Penone.
Theartist continuesto explore the
relationship between matterand

time throughout the exhibition, using
materialssuch asbronze, wood and cork
toreflectonnatural cycles, metamor-
phosisand the permanence of forms.

Giuseppe Penone

A centralfigure in the Italian Arte Povera
movement, he hasdevelopedanartistic
catalogue since the late 1960s that shifts
betweensculpture, performance and
drawing,. His work stems from interven-
tions carried outin naturallandscapes
innorthernItaly, particularly in the

region of Piedmont, where he began by
exploringthe direct relationship between
the body and trees’ growth processes.
Theartist, buildingon these early
experiences, hasdeveloped abody of
worksituated between the observation of
natural processesand the transformation of
matter, includingseriesin which he directly
intervenesontree trunksto reveal their
differentgrowth stages. Thisapproach has
expanded to other materialsand grown in
scale over the decades, whilst maintaining
aninterestin the organic mechanisms
thatstructure the passage of time.
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Amorim Cork brings
cork stopper recycling

to Essénciado Vinho
2026

Through the initiative, ‘Every Cork Stopper Deserves a
Second Life’, Amorim Cork made its presence felt at one
of Portugal’sleading wine events. The campaign resulted
in the collection of approximately 3,500 cork stoppers,
highlighting the importance of cork’s circularity to
thousands of wine professionals and enthusiasts.
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The mostrecentedition of Essénciado
Vinho was held over four daysat the

end of February. The Paldcio daBolsa
inPorto became the epicentre of the
wine world, bringingtogetheraround
500 wine producersand over 20,000
visitors, with over 4,000 wines available
for free tastingand 40 guided tastings.
Organised since 2004 by Esséncia
Company; itranksasone of the leading
eventsin Portugal’s wine sectorand is

an unmissable opportunity for wine
producers, professionals and enthusiasts.
Amorim Cork once again attended, this
year withaspace dedicated exclusively
to collectingcork stoppers for recycling.
AsDaniela Mateus, Amorim Cork’s

head of marketing, explains, the space,
which aimed to raise awareness about
cork stopper recycling, was primarily
designedto foster closer tieswitha core
community: “For Amorim Cork, our main
objective wasto foster closer ties with
wine producersand raise awareness of
theimportance of recyclingcorkandits
role asaraw material”,adding: “It’s vital to
remember that wineriesand producers

use thousands of corks throughout the
year. We therefore need tostrengthen our
tiesin orderto helpreduce our ecological
footprint, by encouragingthe reintro-
duction of thisunique raw materialinto
the production process for new solutions””
Thisrecyclingpartnershiphasbeen
underway for several yearsand now has
arenewed focus: “The aim is twofold: on
the one hand, to raise awarenessamongst
producers of the importance of promoting
recyclingand givingtheir cork stoppers
anew lease oflife; and, on the other

hand, to make consumersaware of this
option,” summarises Daniela Mateus.
Intotal, 3,500 cork stoppers were
collected, which, asthe organiser explains,
representsonly afraction of the bottles
opened duringthe four-day event

(the first day was for industry profes-
sionals, with the following days open to
the general public). Evenso, the goal to
foster recyclingof cork stoppers was easily
surpassed. “We are talkingaboutaround
500 producersattendingthe eventand,
naturally, the figures obtained are based
onvoluntary collection. Itistherefore

importanttoremember thatthisdoes
notrepresentall bottlesopened during
the event, butrather whatit waspossible
tocollect with the help of our on-site
team, who monitored the event over the
four daysand helped raise awareness”.
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Recorking of the 1963
Frei)Joao Reserva:
expertise and rarity

Inajointinitiative with the Caves Sao Joao, Amorim Cork has
applied its full expertise to recork alimited edition of 1963 Frei
Joao wine. The operation, which aims to ensure that the wine’s
integrity is preserved for longer, was coordinated by Joaquim S3,
managingdirector of Amorim Cork South Africa.
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Greatwinesneed time and the cork
stopperistheirbestally on theirlong
journey towards maturation. Long

journeysare also the most demanding - and

therefore require appropriate solutions.
There isrisingdemand for winessuitable
forageing, whichare true raritiesin the
world of wine, and require the utmost care
toensure that theirintegrity and character
are preserved over time. Amorim Cork
hasbeen helpingsome ofitsclients carry
outrecorkingprocedures, which replace
old cork stoppersto extend the life of
these winesin the bottle. With extensive
experience in these procedures, Joaquim
Sa, managingdirector of Amorim Cork

South Africa, recently coordinated asimilar

initiative in Portugal,in ajointinitiative
with the Caves SaoJoao, along-standing
partner, for one of itsrarest wines: the
1963 FreiJoao Reserva, arenowned
Bairrada wine whose legacy isnow being
extended through thisintervention.
Joaquim Sa explainsthatreplacingthe
corkstopperisessentially a preventive
measure: “corkisanatural productand,
onceinthe bottle,ithasbecome astandard
practice,in‘Old World’ wine-producing
countries, to replace the cork stopper
after 25to 30 years, dependingon storage
conditions, since it begins to lose some of
itselasticity and may shrinksslightly, which
causesthe wine to beginto evaporate”
The wine isrecorked to ensure the wine’s
longevity and stability, while preserving
itsaromatic profile and ageingpotential.
This process helpssafeguard the wine’s
irreplaceable legacy, requiringa high
degree oftechnical skilland expertise.

Time capsules

The replacement ofthe old cork stopper
withanew one —incorporatingmodern
technologiessuchasNDtech®and Bee W®
—occurredinacontrolled environment
andinvolvedseveral steps, from assessing
the state of the bottle to the almost surgical
extraction of the cork stopper. Thisrequires
extreme care and specialised tools “to
extract the cork without breakingitand
withoutdroppingparticlesinto the wine”,
tothesterilisation of the bottleneck and
reconditioningof the wine witha “top

up”. The finalstepisthe insertion ofanew
cork stopper, which can protect the wine
foranotherthree decades, extendingits
life withoutalteringit, and essentially
restoringthe stopper’s protective function.
Afterrecorking, each bottle isassigned an
alphanumeric code, which providesaccess
tothe wine’shistory, guaranteeingthe
excellence and authenticity of the process.
Thisstepisessential to guarantee a

rare and authentic product, conveying
agenuine mark of trust to producers,
collectorsand the market.

The added value of recorkingis this
valuable contribution to the preser-
vation ofaunique legacy.In the case
ofthe Caves SaoJoao, the legacy spans
overacentury. The winerybeganasa
family businessfoundedin1920 by the
brothersJosé, Manuel and Albano Costa,
whoinitially specialised in the sale of
finesstilland fortified wines from the
Douroregion. From the 1930s onwards,
the Caves SaoJoaobegan producingand
marketingtable wines from the Bairrada
region, while at the same time startingto
produce natural sparklingwines using
the “Champagne” method; today, itis
the oldest family-run winery stillin
operationin the municipality of Anadia.
By preservingrare wines, such asthisiconic
FreiJoao wine —averitable time capsule
—recorkingreaffirmsthe role played by
corkasthe guardian of great winesand
greatstories,inatestamenttoasense of
trust thatisassolid asthe finest seal.
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From marble to cork:
Portuguese designin
dialogue with the future

Originally conceived in marble in the 1970s, one of the items from
the Estremoz range has now been given a new lease of life in cork,
in a technically rigorous project that pays tribute to Daciano
da Costa, viewed by many as the father of Portuguese design.
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The reissue of the CORK set, originally
designed inmarble, stems from ashared
desire: onthe one hand, Inés Cottinelli,
one of Daciano da Costa’s five daughters,
aimsto preserve her father’slegacy and
work;onthe other hand, she is continuing
hisspirit of collaborative work through a
partnership thatlinksthe Atelier Daciano
daCostato Corticeira Amorim. The goal
istobring Portuguese design closer to the
national corkindustry and create new
ventures based on thisinitial collaboration.
CORKisinspired by thisintersection of
heritage and innovation, and is the first
reissue ofapiece notto be producedin

the material for which it was originally
conceived. Itnonetheless remains
faithfulto Daciano da Costa’s technical
design, while offeringa fresh interpre-
tation of the piece. The choice of cork
isnot merely asubstitute for marble. It
reflectsthe growinginterestin cork’s
technicaland expressive qualities,ata
time when this raw material stands out
foritssustainability and adaptability.
Throughout his career, which beganin

the 1950s, Daciano da Costa considered
thatobjectsare alwaysareflection of their
time: ‘(...) they are the vestiges of ways of
life in every eraand every society. That
iswhy good objectsare always familiar
and unexpected! Thisreissue occurs
precisely within thisrelationship between
permanence and transformation.

The introduction of cork can therefore be
viewed asasign of the times, in line with the
ideathatdesign mustevolve,indialogue
with available materialsand techno-
logies. Inés Cottinellireinforces thisinter-
pretation by emphasisingthat “this piece
also functionsasan object of communi-
cation, astatementofhow the studio views
itsmission today: toinnovate and embrace
new materials, without overlookingits
legacy” Despite itssmallscale, itisan object
thathasastrongcapacity for diffusion,
designedto be easily transported between
exhibition and museum settings.
Whereasthe Atelier Daciano da Costa
bringsitsarchive, history and creative
heritage to the partnership, Corticeira
Amorim contributesits technical
expertise, industrial experience and
ability to materialise projects. The colla-
borationinvolvesajointprocess,in
whichsolutionsare explored, possibi-
litiesare tested and designsare adapted

to the new material. Prototypes have
emerged from this exploratory work that
make thisreissue possible and reinforce
ahistoricallink between designand
industry, which already formed an integral

partof Daciano da Costa’s practice.
Beyond the technical aspect, CORK also
has personalsignificance for Inés Cottinelli,
sinceitrepresentsaway of stayingclose
toherfather,whodiedin2005,and even
ofrediscoveringhim, through hiswork.
“Ilive with my father because, Isuddenly
encounter one of his works orbecome
more acutely aware ofhisabsence. For
example, the Cortezline,1963: ‘Look, [ was
borninthatyear or 1970, my sister Maria
wasborn’)’she says. The piecesthereby
assume asymbolicand familial dimension
thatextendsbeyond the objectitself.
Inthis context, production of worksin
Portugalalso playsacentralrole. AsInés
Cottinelli points out, the priority isto work
with trusted national partners, ina way that
valuesthe ethicaland cultural dimension
of design made in Portugal. This choice
carriesevengreater weight for the legacy
of Daciano da Costa. “People are taking
smallstepstoavoid takingrisks, to make
decisionsthatare notthose ofthe designer.
Naturally, this process evolves, and when
we finda partner in whom we recognise
allthe necessary qualitiesand professio-
nalism, it becomes possible to entrust them
with modifications or feasibility studies
regardingthe introduction and applica-
bility of new materials,” she explains.
Technical collaboration with Amorim
Cork Solutions was essential in order to
explore cork’s possibilitiesand understand
how this material caninteract witha
design originally conceived foradifferent

© RubenMagalhaes

context. CORK emergesasafirststep,
anobjectthatembodies thisencounter
and also points towards future explo-
rations. [tbecomesastartingpoint.
Since 2013, Inés Cottinelli hasbeen
workingon organising, cataloguingand
mappingthe work of Daciano da Costa,
continuinga processalready commenced
by the artist himself. The archive,
deposited at the Forte de Sacavémin
2003, reflects this commitment to make
itscollection accessible and well-orga-
nised. “Thatis what we have been doing
for future generations,” she explains.
CORKispartofabroadermovement
topreserve and revitalise a key legacy
of Portuguese design, demonstrating
how it can —and should - remain

alive (and evolve) through collabo-
ration with the cork industry and
exploration of new materials, such as
cork, while remainingrelevant today.
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Corticeira Amorim
supports the creation

of a multi-purpose
space at NOVA FCT

The new facility has been designed to support various
aspects ofacademiclife, with Amorim Cork Solutions’
Amorim MD Facade®solution chosen for the facade.

Recently opened, the new multi-

-purpose space at the Faculty of Science
and Technology, of the Universidade
NOVA Lisbon has quickly become one
ofthe most vibrant spotson campus, a
popular meetingplace for students.

The project - developed through a
partnership between Corticeira Amorim
and the Santander Portugal Foundation

- providesthe university complex witha
modern and versatile space, designed to
cater to the different facets ofacademiclife,
fromstudy sessions to socialising, ranging
frommealsto eventsand cultural activities.

With afacade thatisentirely clad in cork
(using the Amorim MD Facade®solution,
from Amorim Cork Solutions), the space
placesthis1009% naturaland sustainable
material at the heart of university life.
The versatility and comfort of cork are
the mostvisible aspects ofadynamicand
flexible space, designed to foster colla-
boration, creativity and well-being.
Atthe openingceremony, the director of
NOVAFCT,José Julio Alferes, highlighted
theimportance of creatingenvironments
that foster the academicexperience: “It
isessential to provide our students with

spacesthatgobeyond study —places
where they cansocialise, shareideas,

have mealsand take partin events. This
isonly possible thanks to strongpartner-
ships, suchasthose we have with the
Santander Foundation and Amorim.
AsJosé Manuel de Andrade, sales manager
for the insulation division at Amorim
Cork Solutions, pointsout, itisa source of
pride tosee cork held insuch high regard
inanacademic context, conveyingthe
values of sustainability and innovation:
“For us, itisextremely rewardingto see the
many applications ofa productasfineand
historicascork?. “Aswell asenhancingthe
building, it fostersasymbolic connection
between studentsand this material,
whichisemblematicof our country —

and they may well becomeitsleading
advocates, both in Portugaland abroad”
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Cork takes centre stage
in Soilboy’s nature-
inspired design

The design by the design and architecture studio, SILO, for
the botanical brand’s flagship store in Singapore, createsan
immersive and welcomingspace where plants thrive.

Plants have found aspecialhome in
Singapore’sNew Bahru creative cluster -
inaproject thatshowcases cork to create a
unique, nature-inspired environment. The
project, conceived by Singaporean design
studio, SILO, isfor Soilboy’s flagship store,
thatsells plantsand gardeningaccessories
thatare asavant-garde asthey are authentic.
The space, with over 200 m? combines
different materials, which the design team
hasarrangedinacarefully considered
composition. The wallsand pillarsare lined
with cork, creatinga unique atmosphere

of pure balance and sensory quality.
Soilboy offersa carefully curated collection
ofindoor plants, togeter with ceramic
potsand essential gardeningitems. In this
new space, the designers, who are keento
adoptan experience-centred approach,
strove to create an engaging narrative, an
intimate, sensation-rich atmosphere - that
isaspleasant for the plantsasthe visitors.
“We wanted to create a warm, natural
interior, inspired by the countryside and the
functional detailsfound in farmhousesand
rural barns,” explains Keith Phee, of SILO.
Cork wasan obvious choice for bringing
softness, comfortand charactertoa
distinctly contemporary space. Combined
with harder, cooler materials —such as
steel or concrete — cork bringsasense
ofharmony and closenessto nature,
accentuated by the lighting design, which
enablesthe variousshadesofgreen, ochres
and earth tonesto come into their own.
Theresultisabalanced, elegantand

serene space, where cork lendsitsbeauty
and natural charactertoa contem-

porary and harmonioussetting,

©Khoo Guo Jie
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Promoting inclusion:
from strategy to practice

Inclusion now stands at the heart of business discourse.
Nevertheless, there continue to be questions and need for
reflection regardingits practical application in the field of
employee experiences, recruitment and team’s day-to-day
work routines. It wasin this context that Corticeira Amorim
launched the Café with Inclusion initiative, welcomingthe team
from Café Joyeux Portugal, with the support of VilacomVida,
interconnected projects spearheaded by Filipa Pinto Coelho.

Withoutany formal introduc-

tionsor distractions. Just first-person
accountsof whatit’slike to enter the
labour market, the challenges faced,

and the often transformative impact

that work can have on ourlives.

Overthe course of the meeting, the value
of direct contactbecame clear. By listening
tosuch experiences, inclusion ceases
tobe merelyaconceptandtakesona
human dimension, aface and a context. As
Alexandra Godinho, Corticeira Amorim’s
Director of Human Resources, pointsout,
“more diverse workplacesare alsoricher,
fromahuman perspective, and better
equipped tomeet today’s challenges”
The initiative hasraised the profile of
projectsthat putinclusioninto practice.
Inspiringstories were provided by the
employees of Café Joyeux, achain of
cafésthatemploys people with develo-
pmentaland learningdisabilities, and of
VilacomVida, whose mission is “to bring
society closer to difference, sothatone
dayitnolongerexists”. VilacomVida, for
example, hasalready recruited, trained
and helped many youngadultsenter the
jobmarket; today, they are “happy and
fulfilled in their own way”. For example,
Benedita, who worksat Café Joyeuxand
aspiresto become asupervisor, explained
how work cantransformlives. Filipa Pinto
Coelho, chair of Café Joyeux Portugal also

attended the meeting, and emphasised
thateveryone canactively contribute to
inclusion, without needingto be an expert.
Alexandra Godinho concludesthatthe

processisgradual: “We have sought to
addressthese challenges through ongoing
trainingand awareness-raising, the
involvementofleaders, the creation of

spacesfor dialogue, and the buildingof
partnerships with specialist organisa-
tions”” She highlighted the importance of
concrete experiences that offerapractical
demonstration of the value ofinclusion.
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2026 Management
Meeting: the future
in our hands

“Turningthe Curve. Drivingthe Future” was the theme
of the 2026 Management Meeting, which provided an

opportunity to bringtogether Corticeira Amorim’s staft
and demonstrate that every curve can be a turning point.

The event featured aspeech by Anténio
Riosde Amorim, Corticeira Amorim’s
Chairmanand CEO, presentations of
results by the CEOs of each business unit,
andaguestspeaker. The importance of
thinkingahead, the courage to take risks,
toquestion the statusquo and to chart
one’sown course were highlighted at
agatheringthat distinguished profes-
sionalsand projects of excellence.

Revelation Award: Ina year marked by
turningthe page and seizingnew oppor-
tunities, itismore important than ever
torecognise the role played by young
talent —who bringfresh perspec-
tivesand shape the group’s present

and future. The award wasattributed

to Sofia Paixao, technicaland product
manager for Amorim Cork Solutions’
aerospace and energy sectorssince 2019.

Project Award: Leadershipisbuilt
through constant pursuit of innovation
and excellence. The Project Award
recognisesinitiatives that understand
the context, make bold choices, create
synergiesand generate alastingimpact.
Thisyear’swinnerswere New TPS-P65,
by Amorim Cork Solutions,and Supply
Chain of the Future, by Amorim
Florestal and Amorim Cork, initiatives
thatare taking cork to new heights.

Career Award: There isno future without
history, whichis why itisessential to
recognise those who have dedicated
decadesto the Group’s progress. Having
worked with Corticeira Amorim for over
40years, Alberto Baptista, ‘Beto’, was
one ofthe key driversbehind the growth
ofthe sealingdivision, atatime when
everythingseemed to be workingagainst
it. Heisashiningexample of conviction,
dedication,empathy and compassion

- qualities thateveryone recognises.

Safety Award: Safety isa cornerstone of our
business, and it’'simportant to recognise the
commitmentofallemployeesinupholding
safety at work. This year, Amorim Florestal
stood out for itsworkplace accident rate,
which marksanall-time low (Level1).

The award nonetheless paystribute to the
collective efforts ofall Corticeira Amorim
business units, which contribute onadaily
basis to buildingasafer environment forall.

see the video here

AMORIM NEWS

22



Our People

YEAR43/ISSUE1 23



AMORIM

Sustainable by nature

www.amorim.com



