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Corkin the cities

of the future

The lead story of thisissue of Amorim
Newsis City Cortex, the international
cultural research programme promoted
by Corticeira Amorim and conceived

by GutaMoura Guedes, which explores
the intersection between cork and
contemporary cities. Aftersix years of
development, duringwhich we worked
inclose collaboration with ourlong-
standingpartner, experimentadesign,
and sixrenowned design and archi-
tecture studios (Diller Scofidio + Renfro,
Eduardo Souto de Moura, Gabriel
Calatrava, LeongLeong, Sagmeister &
Walsh and Yves Behar), we presented
the firstresults of the programme in
earlyJune, in Lisbonand Almada.

The challenge wassimple but demanding
-tolook closely at cork, scrutinise it,
understand itand projectafuture based
onit, takingthe material toanew level.
Inspired by cork’s unique characte-
ristics, the core objective wasto think
abouthow this exceptional material can
help shape the future of cities, creating
urban landscapesand collective spaces
thatare more welcoming, comfortable,
sustainable and aesthetically pleasing.
The projects were presented to the
publicon 6June, asthe culmination ofa
processinvolvingseveral organisations,
many individualsand tremendoustalent,
visionand dedication. This process
tulfilled, and even surpassed, the goal of
raisingthe profile of cork, highlightingits
unrivalled sustainability credentialsand
potential for shapingthe future of cities

- that we want to be more sustainable,
inclusive, creative and safe.

We were allable to take partinthe
discussionabouttherole of corkin

this contextand discover each project
created usingthisincredible material.
Inaway, thismarked anew beginningfor
cork because we believe that,in Lisbon
oranywhere inthe world, there willnow

be even more opportunities for cork

that we may notyet be able to imagine,
but which, like City Cortexitself,

willbe born from the intersection of
knowledge, innovation and inspiration.
Through these new perspectives, cork
isrevealingitselfin an entirely new

way. [t questions possibilities, proposes
solutions, brings nature into the city
andthe pastinto the future, pavingthe
way for more responsible, inclusive and
sustainable urbanlandscapes.
Inthisedition, we also highlight two
important recognitions of our work:
World Finance magazine distinguished
Corticeira Amorimasthe mostsustainable
company in the wine productssector;
and the United Nations Global Compact
Network Portugal selected Antonio Rios
de Amorimas SDG Pioneer 2024,

in the Large Companies category.

We realise that sustainable development
isessential to the future of the planet

and people,and that our contribution
isimportant. Our culture, practicesand
resultsinfluence and encourage many of
our stakeholdersto also make a vital contri-
bution to the five dimensions of the UN
Sustainable Development Goals: People,
Planet, Prosperity, Peace and Partnerships.
Thisisacommongoal that can only be
achieved with everyone’sactionand
commitment.
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City Cortex

Cork paves the way
for the future of cities

City Cortex was launched in June. This cultural research
programme explores the intersection between cork and
contemporary urban settigs, involving sixleadingnames from
the world of design and architecture who presented eight
original projects for public and semi-public spacesin Lisbon,
that reinvent cork and expand the possibilities of this material.
Corkisaversatile and sustainable material that connects nature
tothe urbanlandscape and can help shape the cities of the future,
making them more welcomingand inclusive, sustainable and
aesthetically pleasing. The City Cortex installations form an
open-air museum on the banks of the Tejo river, designed to be
seen and touched, transforming this urban zone into a playful
space with sustainability at its core.
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Nature teaches usto wait for great things
tohappen. And even though we'reinthe
city,onabrightJune morningin Lisbon, we
returned to nature for presentation of City
Cortex, the cultural research programme
produced by Corticeira Amorim that
exploresthe intersection between cork
and contemporary urban contexts. After
sixyears of development, the results of
this programme - curated by Guta Moura
Guedes, developed by experimenta-
designand supported by Artworks - were
presented to the publiconJune 6,in Belém
and Trafaria, in a3-day event thatincluded
avisitto Corticeira Amorimand an
immersive tour of the cork oak forest
atthe Herdade de Rio Frio estate.

For several months, the corkinstalla-
tionsform part ofanauthentic open-air
museum, designed to be freely discovered
onfoot,alongboth banksofthe Tejoriver.
Abookwillalso be published about the
projects, which take anew look at corkand
itsrelationship with the urban landscape,
and expand the possibilities forits use.

The contributions from the sixinvited
studios - Diller Scofidio + Renfro, Eduardo
Souto de Moura, Gabriel Calatrava, Leong
Leong, Sagmeister & Walsh and Yves Behar
- do precisely that: using cork’s unique
characteristicsand intrinsic properties,

they take the material to anew level, testing
itspossibilities. At the same time, the inter-

ventions propose anew way of living
within the collective space, pavingthe
way for better citiesin the future, which,
by takingadvantage ofa material such as
cork, will become more comfortable, cosy,
sustainable and aesthetically pleasing.

Cork and the city

City Cortexwas presentedin the
auditorium of the National Coach
Museum, attended by representa-
tives of the various organisationsand
partnersinvolved, such as Lisbon City
Counciland Almada City Council, all
the project’s creative teams, cultural
and artistic personalities, the national
andinternational pressand members
ofthe general public. After speeches by
Antoénio Riosde Amorim, Chairman
and CEO of Corticeira Amorim, and
by GutaMoura Guedes, President of
experimentadesign, there wasaround
table moderated by the British writer,
editor and curator, Shumon Basar, with
aninformal and excitingconversation
between the sixinvited design studios
about cork and the future of cities.
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Afterthe roundtable, the participants
had the chance todiscover each ofthe
projectsinsitu, onaguided tour that
followed the walkingroute designed
todiscover City Cortex, tosee the
installations by Diller Scofidio + Renfro,
Eduardo Souto de Moura, LeongLeong
and Yves Behar, allin Belém. After
crossingthe Tejo river, it was possible
tosee Gabriel Calatrava’sinstallation,
‘Onda’,located in Trafaria, whichisa
square that will remain for the city,
tobe experienced by the community.
The Mayor of Almada, Inés de Medeiros,
attended thisinauguration.
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Corkinthe museum

The afternoon was reserved for avisit to
the three installations created by the duo
Sagmeister & Walsh. The President of the
Portuguese Republic, Marcelo Rebelode
Sousa, accompanied the visit,demons-
tratinggreatinterestand enthusiasm.
The tour beganin the pedestrian
underpassin the Pragado Império, in
Belém, where Stefan Sagmeister’s ‘Life
Expectancy’ panelisinstalled,and ended
atthe Museum of Popular Art, with
presentation ofaninstallation of cork
bottles designed by Jessica Walsh, which
wasthe perfect conclusion to thistour
dedicated to the encounter between cork
and the city, a material that, through City
Cortex, blendsinto the urban fabric.

Closing the circle

From the city centre to the heart ofthe
cork oak forest. The launch ofasuch
anambitiousand broad-reachingofa
programme asambitiousand broad-
reachingas City Cortex wouldn’tbe
complete withoutavisit to the point of
origin - tolearn about the starting point

of the extraordinary raw material that
underpinsall the programme’s projects.
Forthisreason, the final day of the event
wasreserved foranimmersive visit to
Corticeira Amorim’s universe, including
atriptothe Herdade de Rio Frio estate,
coincidingwith one of the cork oak forest’s
most magicalseasons: the cork harvest. City
Cortex’s creative team and variousinter-
national press organisations were able to
witness thisunique momentandgaina
deeperinsightinto the entire corkindustry
and, in particular, Corticeira Amorim’s
business profile, activity and ambition,
asitembracesnew challengesfor the future.
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A conversation
about cork

Six renowned designers and architects,
an agent moderateur and one of the most
versatile and beautiful materials on the
planet. A round table discussion on the
City Cortex projectand all that cork can
bringto cities.

City Cortexaimsto encourage
innovative thinkingand stimulate
critical discourse aroundissues that
concerneveryone -such as the organi-
sation and future of cities. The round
table organised at the launch of this
cultural research programme featured
the sixarchitecture and design studios
involved - Diller Scofidio + Renfro,
Eduardo Souto de Moura, Gabriel
Calatrava, LeongLeong, Sagmeister &
Walsh and Yves Behar -ina conversation
moderated by British writer, editor and
curator, Shumon Basar.

The creative teamsinvolved in this
projectwere very diverse, with different
approachesand even from different
generations. But,as Shumon Basar
emphasises, ‘what they have all tried to
doisto experiment with this material
andlook for new kinds of proposals

and new kinds of solutions for public
spaces, which are also under threatin
many parts of the world. For that reason,
it'sveryimportant that city adminis-
tratorsand people who make decisions
about their future are confronted with
imaginative experimental projectsthat
presentstrongarguments’

Inapacked auditorium, the conver-
sation between the designersand
Shumon Basar generated considerable
interest,and would certainly have gone
onforlonger had the day’sagendanot
beenso full. Accustomed toreflecting
and writingabout existingand imagined
cities- Shumon Basar was an excellent
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moderatorand asked all the speakersto
talkabout their projectsand share their
vision of cork, urban contextsand the
relationship between the two.

In his closingremarks, Basar said: ‘Cities
are facinggenuine stressand pressure,
especially successful cities, which have
too many new arrivals. [f you have too
many peoplein too little space, youface
adensity problem.Ithink corkisan
interestingway of thinkingabout this
problem,and how to make crowded
placesmore liveable and pleasantand,
inaway, more inviting’

Inan extremely dynamic conversation,
there were severalinspired and even
humorous moments. Eduardo Souto de
Mouradescribed corkasa ‘remarkable
material’ and confided thathe realised
how archiecture can take advantage of
the fact that corkisso pleasant to touch
when he visited Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Fallingwater. Atanother pointinthe
round table, Gabriel Calatravareferred
tohisproject-acommunity square in
Trafaria-asanattemptto expand public
space by makingit ‘softer’ through cork,
somethingthatisincreasingly necessary
intoday’s ‘hard’ cities. Yves Behar also
agreed with this perspective: his Port_All
projectis,in fact,agateway toamore
welcomingand peaceful space, arefuge
that takesadvantage of cork’sinsulating
characteristics - ‘amaterial from the past
thatisactually the material of the future’
- to create aspace of recollection that
contrasts with the urban context.

Shumon Basar saved one last provocation
forlast: are the designersmore enthu-
siasticor more apprehensive aboutthe
future of cities?

The answers were surprising. Perhaps
inspired by the characteristics of cork -
resilience, protection, stability, softness -
they envisioned amuch brighter future for
cities than we might expect.

“I'think there’san urgent need to look for
materials thatare natural but can be used
in very modern ways. I think that is what
makes cork interesting: it has several
different qualities that lend themselves
tobeingapplied in similar ways to other
materials, but can be used in a way that
is better for the environment and also
better for the economy.

Shumon Basar

YEAR 41/ISSUE1



Cork oak forest:
nature, culture and
innovation

From the forest to
the city,and back to
nature, delvinginto
the cork oak forest,
atthe Herdade de
Rio Frio estate,
togain firsthand
knowledge of the
raw material behind
the City Cortex
project.

Some ofthe creativesinvited to take part
inthe City Cortex programme had already
visited the Montado (cork oak forest) in
2019, atthe start ofthe project, but the
experience ofsuchanincredible and rich
ecosystem always hassomethingmore
toreveal. For thisreason, after presen-
tation of the projects that correspond to the
firstresults of the research, in Belém and
Trafaria, it was time to return to the origins,
where the entire process begins.

The visit to the Herdade de Rio Frio
estate,in Alcochete, wasone of the
highlights of the 3-day programme
organised for the launch of City Cortex.

[t wasattended by several members of
the creative team and accompanied by
internationaljournalists, ina privileged
moment toget closer to corkand to
Corticeira Amorim’s universeina

unique forest setting,
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June isone of the strongest months for
cork harvesting, Thisfurher reinforced the
uniqueness of thisimmersive experience,
whichallowed participants to expand
theirknowledge of cork, fromitsvery
origins, and learn more about Corticeira
Amorim, itshistory and trajectory asa
sustainable company that reaffirmsits
daily mission ofaddingvalue to corkin
harmony with nature.

The delegation gained firsthand
experience of the harvesting processas
itiscurrently carried out - manually and
mechanically - aswell asthe new cork oak
plantationsin aligned plantation, which
Corticeira Amorim hasimplemented,
inapilotexperimentthatispartofthe
Forestry Intervention Project.

The visit wasalso an opportunity to revisit
the principal milestonesand reference
projects promoted by Corticeira Amorim

inthe areas of design, architecture and
other cutting-edge areas, through a presen-
tation by Cristina Amorim, Company
Directorand Chief Sustainability Officer,
who highlighted Corticeira Amorim’s
ongoingcommitmenttoinnovation

and design, of which City Cortexis

aprime example.
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Corkinthe sustainable
public space

Diller Scofidio + Renfro

Eduardo Souto de Moura
LeonglLeong

Gabriel Calatrava
Sagmeister & Walsh
Yves Behar




Diller Scofidio + Renfro

Second Skin

Public gardenin the Rua do Cais da Alfandega Velha

A community library appearsin the trees.
[ttakes the form of cork shelves that
adapttothetreesinthe garden, dressing
them like asecond skin. The enjoyment
ofthe spaceisexpanded by asetof cork
seatsinstalled onleftover cork oak trunks
fromthe clearingof cork oak forests.

The projectby New Yorkarchitecture

and design studio Diller Scofidio + Renfro
for City Cortex centres on the relevance
ofreadingand literacy, stimulatingnew
encountersand connections, or ‘new
synapses’as Liz Diller explains.

When firstapproachingcork, recalls Liz
Diller, the idea wasto design somethingon
asmallerscale,somethingthat could be
transported, based on the lightness ofthe
material. Butsoonit wasthe fact that cork s

extracted fromatree that moststimulated

the team of creatives.

[ttakestreestomake booksand,inadifferent
way; it takes trees to produce cork. From
this came the friendly bookshelves, which
are both columnsandshelves, inviting
passers-by to pick upabook, flick throughit,
sitdownand immerse themselvesin reading.
‘We love beingoutdoorsinalibrary (...)and
the factthat these booksare outin the open,
inthe city,and that we assume no-one will
take them, isfantastic. [ think that when
youare generousin urban spaces, people
reciprocate that generosity!

The project wasinitially conceived for the
New York Public Library, but works with
the same lightnessand opennessnear the
Belém Public Library.

“(Corkis) pleasant
tothe touchand
hasastonishing
elasticity and can
be thick or thin, it’s
really fantastic(...)
and it turns out that
it'ssomethingwe can
useinanintegrated
mannetr, so from
asustainability
perspective, it’s
averyimportant
material for
architects.

Liz Diller, who reflects on ‘the publicside
of publicspaces’,saysthatitisnecessary
toensure that publicspace remainsas
such, protectingitand enhancingits use by
communities. Workingwith cork wasan
‘opportunity to do somethinginnovative
with thismaterial’,and he plansto include
corkinother projects: ‘it’s pleasantto the
touchand hasastonishingelasticity, it’s
really fantastic(...). It'ssomethingwe can
use inanintegrated manner, so from the
perspective of sustainability, it'sa very
important material forarchitects”.
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Eduardo Souto de Moura

Conversadeirall

Passeio Carlos do Carmo, on the western side of MAAT

The only Portuguese member ofaninterna-
tional creative team, the architect Eduardo
Souto de Mourais probably the participant
for whom cork is most familiar. Despite

his proximity to the material - which he
hasalready usedin other notable projects,
suchasthe Portugal Pavilion designed with
Alvaro Siza for Expo 2000 in Hannover -
hisapproachisalwaysnew,asifhe were
approaching cork for the first time. For
City Cortex, the architect, who won the
Pritzker Prize in 2011, designed ‘Conver-
sadeirall’ (His previous work, Conversa-
deiral,ismade of marble). The new work
isadouble chair designed for conver-
sation or sharedsilence. The ideacame up
duringa conversation with GutaMoura
Guedes, the programme’s curator, on the

stepsofthe Museum of Art, Architecture
and Technology (MAAT),in frontofthe
river. ‘Where there is water, there isbeauty’
summarises Eduardo Souto de Moura, who
immediately realised that his proposal
would be designed for that place. Designed
tobesituated at the intersection of two
buildingsseparated by time - the Electricity
Museumand MAAT -andlookingout

over the river. thisnew‘Conversadeira’
promotesencountersandisaninvitationto
talkand contemplate. Thisgoal is inspired
by the point of contact, the ‘joint’, which
unites the materiality and distinct time
horizons of the brick building (Electricity
Museum) and the stone building (MAAT).
Conceived asaquietplace,aprivate

space in the middle of the busy city, the

corkusedin ‘Conversadeira Il warmly
envelopsthose whositonitand filtersout
the surroundingnoise, creatinga refuge
for two people. ‘Corkisaremarkable
material. It'svery pleasant to the touch.
Thisisthe second comversational chair
I've made, this one out of cork. It allows
people tositand chat. The world gets
better when youtalk! Inaddition to
takingadvantage of cork’s characte-
ristics - softness to the touch, thermal and
acousticinsulation - ‘ConversadeiraIl’
was designed in detail to create aunique
experience: the angle to the riverand the
two heights of the seats mean that the two
people have different visual perspectives,
while at the same time enjoyinggreat
physical proximity;,

“Thisisthe second
conversational
chair I've made, this
one made of cork.
[tallows people
tositand chat.

The world gets
better when you
talk, when you
converse”.
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Leong Leong
Lily Pad

Gardens of MAAT

For City Cortex, the brothers Dominicand
ChrisLeong, from the New York studio
Leongleong, created an urban micro-
-landscape thatisassculptural asitis playful.
The starting point was the perception of the
city asarecreational space, a playground for
allages. ‘Play, experimentation and learning
are fundamental collaborative actsthat

we should prioritise; says Dominic Leong,
addingthat the project “tries to reconnect
the human body with publicspace, using
corkasaninterface”.

Designed to be walked on with bare feet,
Lily Padismade from expanded cork
agglomerate,amethod of processing cork
athigh temperature thatgivesitadarker
colourand astronger, more characteristic
aroma. Dominic Leongexplains thatthese
properties of cork are perfectly suited to the
goal ofexploringthe more playful side of
cities. He added: ‘the fantastic thingabout

corkisitstactility and its thermal qualities,
soinasettinglike this, it'snottoo hot tosit
on(...)and offersalevel of comfort thatadds
somethingto the publicspace. There are
many possibilities for using cork to make
urban spaces more comfortable, inclusively
through street furniture and urban
landscapes. Cork addsabit of softness

to hard spaces, whichinspired us from

the start: how can we soften these public
spaces,and make them more comfortable?’
Atthe centre of the creative process was
the material characteristics of corkand the
way thatitinstantly connectsto nature:
‘First, we looked at corkiniits particle form
and thoughtabouthow toincrease the
scale of this pattern to create aflexible and
adaptable landscape, that can be moulded
into what we call Lily Pads, akind of playful
interpretation, connected to nature.

We also thought about how the Lily Pads

are fluid and move. It’san individual
sculptural elementtositonand play with,
butcanalso be transformed into alarger
landscape, dependingon the urbanspace,
sotheideaofworkingwith differentscales
facilitates adaptability and flexibility.

“Cork brings alittle
softnessto hard
spaces, which
inspired us from
the outset: how can
we soften these
public spaces, and
make them more
comfortable?”

AMORIM NEWS
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Gabriel Calatrava / Collaborative
Architecture Laboratory
Onda

Praceta Porto de Lisboa, Trafaria

“Corkisprobably

applications, suchasa cork stopperina
bottle. Fromlonghistorical traditions to the

one Ofthe WOl’ld’S latest technology, it's probably one of the
. most versatile materialsin the world, as far
mo St Vers atlle asIknow, from my limited understanding,
. butdelvingdeepintoallits properties, it
matel’lals (. o .) reallyisakind of hero material, and that’s
. very positive!
AS we del\/e lntO ‘Onda’ willbe permanently installed
. . inthat place, for residentsand visitors.
all ltS pI‘Op el‘tles y In partnership with the localassociation
. . EDA - Ensaios e Didlogos Associagao,
we dlS cover th at lt the square will be a place of constant
. . co-creation. The local community adds
re ally 1San al’l’laZII’Ig new layersto the installation by bringing
. y unused chairs from their homes, which are
matel’lal, al’ld that S renovated by applyinga cork membrane
o e (the same one that covers Onda’s
avery positive

thing.”

Installed on the south bank of the Tejo
river, ‘Onda’, by architect Gabriel
Calatrava, head of the Collaborative
Architecture Laboratory (CAL),isa
collective space, created for and with the
community, which gives birthtoaplace
where before there wasjustanempty
space. Gabriel Calatrava hasused cork
tocreate acontemporary square,

with tablesand chairs, thatactivates
encountersbetween the local
community and visitors to Trafaria.
After gettingto know cork, Gabriel
Calatrava praises this raw material very
highly: ‘One of the things thatimpressed
me mostabout cork wasitsenormous
versatility (...). Ifwe wanted to presenta
new material with all the properties that
cork has, someone would say no, that’snot
possible. Cork hasapplicationsranging
fromthe aerospace industry to the simplest

permanentroof), stimulatingupcycling
,butalsostrengtheningthe emotional
connection and sense of belonging. The
ideaisthateach person brings two chairs,
onetotake home and one tokeepinthe
square for the community. ‘When people
like things, they tend to look after them
more effectively over time and there is
more respect for them. That's why raising
awarenessamongthe community was very
important, summarises Gabriel Calatrava.
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Sagmeister & Walsh

Life Expectancy, Humpbacks, Cork Bottles

Praga do Império, Espelho d’Agua, Museum of Popular Art

Communication design duo Sagmeister
& Walsh are proposingnotone, but three
projectsfor City Cortex. Installed in the
Belémarea, at various pointsalongthe
Avenida Brasilia, the projects developed
by Stefan Sagmeister and Jessica Walsh
question contemporary paradigms, based
onthe intersection between corkand
urban contexts.

As Stefan Sagmeister explains, the focus
ison ‘long-term thinking’, the guiding
principle ofthe ‘Now is Better’ series,
which emphasisesthe greatachievements
ofthe humanspecies.

Ifyouthink for the longterm (and cork,

as Sagmeister emphasises, ‘isalong-term
material’, asit takes dozensyearsbefore
itcanbe harvested for the first time) you
realise that things are better than they
may initially seem.

‘Life Expectancy’, the set of cork panels
liningthe ceilingofthe pedestrian
subway to the Discoveries Monument,
and “Humpbacks”, anecological floating
mattress made from cork spheres, which
drawsattention to the growth ofthe
Humpback whale population between
2006 and 2022, both pertain to the
“Now is Better” series, which emphasises

©Ricardo Gongalves

positive aspects of the world today. After
all, as Sagmeister argues, it'sa question of
our perspective of time. The panelsare
engraved with the phrase: ‘Ifanewspaper
only came out once every fifty years, it
wouldreporton the 20-yearincrease in
average life expectancy’, which epitomises
this perspective. Witha very strong
communicational component, each ofthe
projectsisbased on the materiality of cork
and itsspecific characteristics (thermal and
acousticinsulation in the case of the panels,
buoyancy in the case of the mattress) while
emphasisingthe benefits ofasustainable
material inan urban setting.

The third project, ‘Cork Bottles’, which
coexistsand dialogues with 16 traditional
cork objectsin the Museum of Popular Art,
was the brainchild of Jessica Walsh, who
invertsthe naturallogic of the materials:
the bottlesare made of cork (in various
textures, coloursand shapes) and the seals
are made of glass. These new objects make
itpossible toabsorbsoundand create
acoustic control forindoor publicspaces,
suchasrestaurantsand bars.

Sagmeister highlighted the relevance of
programmessuchas City Cortex, which
think about cities fromanew perspective:

/)

‘Ilivein New York, I chose to live there and
it'sinterestingbecause everythingthat
surrounds us, my coat, my shoes, my car,

the square, thismarina, hasbeen designed,
everythinghasbeen designed by aspecialist
designer, so you could say that design has
aninfluence on citiesequivalentto the
influence of nature forsomeone who lives
inthejungle, whoisanindigenousperson,
whichmeansthatitisincredibly important.
Andofcourse, all of these things can be
designed well or badly. As designers we
have the desire and possibility to design
thingsthathelpand delight people, and if
we cando both, I think we can consider our
design to be meaningful

“Cork works
brilliantly with
long-term thinking
because toa
large extentitisa
long-term material’

AMORIM NEWS
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Yves Behar
Port_All

Gardens of MAAT
@ 9. ¢ Butacity hastoachieveabalance
C Ol’k 1S, 11N l’l’lany between the two. Youneed the activity
. youwantinadynamicplace suchas
Ways y the m atel’lal Lisbon, but youalsoneed the ability
toretreat for your own peace of mind
fI’OIn the paSt that and benefit. For thisreason, I think cork
. couldbeusedalotmorein thiskind of
1S tI'u ly made fOI’ environment! summarises Yves Behar.
y Fascinated by cork’s propertiesand
the futul’e diverse applications, Yves Behar

Inspired by a historic building - the Tower
of Belém, Lisbon’sentry and exit point - the
designer Yves Behar proposesa cork-based
portaltothe cities of the future. ‘Port_all’is
alsoahaven in the middle of the city, which
reinforces the idea of welcomingpeople, by
creatingan almost private space of tranqui-
llity in an urban context.

Yves Behar's project,amodern tower
opento the sky, emphasises the acoustic
insulation of cork, its protective role (in the
forest, since cork protectsthe tree,and in
the city since it protects people fromnoise),
takingreferences from Portuguese azulejo
tiles, since the entire surface is covered with
corktiles, which replicate the structure of
corkmolecules.

‘Ithink thatsome of the most pressing
issuesina city have to do with pollution
and noise, and so amaterial such as cork,
which protectsusandinsulates usfrom
noise,amaterial thatisfantasticin public
spaces(...), isthe perfect material to
introduce urban calm, to make the city
more ecologicaland more sustainable,
obviously, butalso to protectus,ina

sense, to create a relaxing oasis within

what makes cities exciting- which s
human activity, art, culture and events.

proposesabolder vision of the concept
of sustainability, intrinsically linked to
thisraw material: ‘I think the word sustai-
nability doesn’t fully encapsulate future
solutionsand how promisingtheyare.In
many ways, corkis the material from the
pastthatisreally made for the future.I
think sustainability is too simple a word,
it'snotjustabout ‘sustaining’. I think we

need aword that describesthe concept
of positive change and a specific material
thatdoesmore thanjust ‘sustain’. Since
itisacarbonsink,i.e. whenyouplant
atree,itisalsoacarbonsinkasawhole

- cork hasanegative carbon footprint.
Sowhatisthe word that describesagreat
innovation and a future solution that
actually fosters tremendous progress,
thatdoesn’tjustsustain us, butleadsus
toachieve some progress?’
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President of the
Portuguese Republic
visits Corticeira
Amorim

Aspartofthe Open Days by COTEC initiative, Marcelo Rebelo
de Sousa visited Amorim Cork and learntabout the more
technological side of the cork stopper production industry.
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Itwasadifferentday at Amorim Cork,
marked by the visit of the President of the
Portuguese Republic, Marcelo Rebelo

de Sousa, as part of the Open Days by
COTEC initiative, associated with the
2nd MTalks COTEC Innovation Summit,
heldin Santa Mariada Feira. During
hisvisitto Amorim Cork’s manufac-
turingfacilities, which produce more
than 24 million cork stoppers every

day, Marcelo Rebelo de Sousareturned
toamaterial that he knows well, and
discovered thelatestand mostadvanced
technologies developed, perfected and
implemented in the various stages of cork
stopper production, which guarantee the
superior quality, technical performance
and sustainability of this natural closure.
Portugal’s Head of State was shown the
principal stages of the production of cork
stoppersused in the still wine sector

and expressed specialinterestinthe
disruptive technologiesapplied and the
organisational modeladopted. The presi-
dential visitended with the customary
photograph with the factory team.
Aspartoftheinitiative, which
emphasised theimportance of the
Centre/Northregion for the Portuguese
economy, the President of the Portuguese
Republicalso visited the Portuguese
Cork Association (APCOR), atameeting
thatfocused oninnovationinthe cork
sector. Several papers were presented on
innovationin the corksector, highlighting
thisunique, versatile and sustainable raw
material,and the unique positionand
strategicimportance of the cork sector
for Portugal.
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UN Global Compact
distinguishes Antonio
Rios de Amorim

Thisisanimportantrecognition of
Corticeira Amorim’sleadingpositionin
theareaof sustainability and itsleadership
role asthe world’slargest cork processing
company. After arigorousand competitive
selection process, Antonio Riosde
Amorim, Chairmanand CEO of Corticeira
Amorim, wasdistinguished amongdozens
of Portuguese entrepreneursasthe ‘SDG
Pioneer 2024 - Portugal’ of the United
Nations (UN) Global Compact, the world’s
largest corporate sustainability initiative.
Every year, the UN Global Compact
promotestheselection of ‘SDG Pioneers’,
honouring,atanationalandgloballevel,
businessleaders who promote the imple-
mentation ofapositive approach based
onthe17 UN Sustainable Development
Goals, settingambitious environmental,
socialand governance targets. After
beinghonoured in Portugal, Antonio

Rios Amorim will take partin the global

SDGPIONEERS 2024 -PORTUGAL
recognises dedication, innovation
and leadership in promotingthe UN
Sustainable Development Goals,
contributingto the creation of a better
future for the company and society.

round, alongside businesspeople from
allover the world, which willidentify the
UN Global Compact Global Pioneers.

In Portugal, the independent panel
responsible forawardingthe distinction
was comprised by representatives fromthe
board ofthe UN Global Compact Network
Portugal, United Nations entities, repre-
sentatives from the [OM - International
Organisation for Migration, AdP - Aguas de
Portugaland Nova SBE - Nova School of
Business & Economics.

Atthe helm of Corticeira Amorim

since 2001, Antonio Riosde Amorim
hasdedicated himselfto strengthening
the company’seffortsto promote
sustainable developmentinitsmultiple
dimnsions, thereby contributingtoamore
inclusive, equitable and environmentally
sustainable future.

In2023, Corticeira Amorimreducedits
energy consumption by 9.1%, increased

\'0\1.'1.1 Cey

’@ United Nations

\®®’ Global Compact

itsuse of controlled renewable energy to
68.3%and reduced CO2 emissions by 8.8%.
The company also reinforced itssocial
commitments,implementedaplanto
promote equality, diversity and inclusion
andstrengthened its practices with
younger generations, with emphasis
onthelaunch ofthe Young@Cork
Programme, which fostersthe integration
of youngpeople,aswellastheir career
developmentand training,
Intermsofgovernance, Corticeira Amorim
hasincreaseditsindependence and trans-
parency, ensuringresponsible and ethical
management of its business.
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World Finance elects
orticeira Amorim as
the most sustainable
company in the wine
productsindustry

The renowned
finance and
economics
magazine, World of
Finance,awarded
the prestigious
Sustainability
2024 prize to
Corticeria Amorim
forits sustainable
practices.

c WORLD & ]

FINANCE

. MOST SUSTAINABLE COMPARY IN
THE WINE PRODUCTS INDUSTRY

CORTICEIRA
AMORIM

Corticeira Amorimisamongthe
world’smost sustainable companies
accordingto World Finance magazine,
which distinguished it as the ‘Most
Sustainable Company in the Wine
ProductsIndustry’in2024. Inits 6th
edition, the World Finance Sustaina-
bility Awards distinguish companies

that make sustainability a top priority,
placingitat the forefront of their

business operations.

For Corticeira Amorim, asthe leading
company of the cork industry, this
distinctionunderlinesthe value of the
corkstopperin the world of wine, and
alsorepresents publicrecognition ofits
long-term strategy and evolution in the field
of sustainability. In particular, the interna-
tionaljury highlighted the significant efforts
tointegrate environmental, socialand
governance (ESG) valuesinto this
businesssector.

AntonioRiosde Amorim, Chairmanand
CEO of Corticeira Amorim commented:
‘Winningthisaward reinforcesthe
company’scommitmentand responsibility
tothe efficient management of resources,
sustainable consumption, the circularity
of processes, the protection of ecosystems
and our people development policies.
Combined with the enormoustechnical
andscientificadvancesfuelled by Amorim
Cork’scommitment to R&D+i, our
productstoday are the ultimate exponent
ofthe integration of nature and technology,
creatingabusinessmodel where the
circular economyisanintegral part!
Awarded annually, the Sustainability
Awards cover 30 industriesin many
differentsectors, from coftee processing
tofinancial services. The companies
distinguished in this contextincluding
Corticeira Amorim, all have an unwavering
commitmenttoasustainable future.
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First edition of

Capital Markets Day

Atthe invitation of Corticeira Amorim, national and
international investors and analysts gathered at the Herdade de
Rio Frio estate and visited various industrial units to learn about
Amorim’s technological innovation and sustainable practices.

The firstedition of the Capital Markets
Day, heldinJuneinthe Herdade de Rio
Frio estate, brought together Portuguese
and foreigninvestorsand analyststo
learnaboutthe developmentofthe
Forestry Intervention Project, launched
in 2013, which hasinvolved substantial
investments thataim toincrease the
number of cork oak trees per hectare,
optimisingcork productionand
increasingbiodiversity levels,inclusively

within the 5100-hectare estate.

The initiative coincided with the period
ofthe cork harvestand therefore gave
allthe participantsthe opportunity to
observe the harvesting process - one of
the most specialised and highly skilled
forestry activities.

The participantsalso visited several
Corticeira Amorimindustrial units,
including Amorim Top Series’ new
factories. The Capital Markets Day also

enabled participantstolearn about

the new technologiesdeveloped and
implemented at Amorim Cork (Naturity
and Xpiir) and at Amorim Cork
Composites, exploring the potential

of usingcorkinnew applications.
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New cork-lined
auditoriumin the
Universidade Catolica
Portuguesa

The new Corticeira Amorim auditorium,  withsustainabitityatitscore,and

aimedatbringingacademiacloserto the

lined With COI’k panels, was the Stage business community, the inauguration of
. the new Corticeira Amorim auditorium
for the firstlecture on ‘Innovation, in the Porto campus ofthe Universidade

. oqe . . . . Catolica Portuguesa (UCP) represents
Sustainability and Business’, which isbeing anothersignificantstepowards

solidifyingthe strategic partnership

discussed at the Universidade Catolica between hoth organisations.
. . Inherspeech, Isabel Capeloa Gil, rector
Portuguesa (UCP) in Porto. The session ofUCP addressed the study of el

. Ecology atheracademicinstitution, as
was attended by Isabel Capeloa Gil, Rector  awayofscekinganethicalandeviden-
;e . . ce-based response to global challenges,

Ofthe UC P, al’ld AntOIllO RIOS de AmOI’Im, interms of environmental sustainability

. . . . and culture, intergenerationaljustice, the
Chall’man and CEO Of C Orthelra AmOrlm. green economy and combatingsystemic
poverty, economicgrowth and sustaina-
bility,amongother topics.
Under the theme of ‘Sustainability and
Innovation’, Antonio Riosde Amorim
emphasised the company’srole asadriving
force behind researchand development
intoaraw material thatis100 per cent
natural, highlightingthe wide range of
applicationsfor corkinawide and growing
range ofadvanced industries. ‘Corticeira
Amorimisproudand committed to
supportingand promotingtraining with
astrongsense of social responsibility,
thereby reinforcingour commitmentto
sustainability and innovation, which are
fundamental pillars of our organisation’s
growth, he explained.
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Supportforthefinancial
literacy programme,
‘No Poupar LEsta

o Ganho’

The main objective of the Antonio
More than 600 students and teachers Who  cupertinode Mirandaroundation's
financialliteracy programme, ‘No

took partin the 14th edition of the Antonio  rouparkstioGanho(savingisWinning

isto educate more financially-pre-

. . . 9

Cupertlno de eranda Foundatlon S pared generations. Corticeira Amorim

. . hassupportedseveral editions of this
financial literacy programme took part progeamme, thereby makingitscontri-
. o e bution toamoresolid financial education
in the final competition and awards inPortugal Financial educationisone

. ofthe components of the Ministry of

cere mOIly 1n Iune . Education’s citizenship programme

and projectssuchas‘No Poupar Estao
Ganho’, which combine learningat the
Museum of Paper Money, at schooland
onane-learningplatform, help to bringit
toanincreasingnumber of youngpeople,
enablingthem to handle moneyina
consciousand prudent manner.
Launched by the Antonio Cupertinode
Miranda Foundationin 2010, ‘No Poupar
Estd 0 Ganho’ coversstudents from
pre-schooltosecondary and vocational
education, providingthem with toolsand
knowledge so that they become aware of
theimportance of moneyand canacquire
skillsin topicssuchassavingand money
management, helpingthem tobecome
more responsible consumers.

The final competition, in which prizes
were awarded to studentsand teachers,
closedthe 2023,/2024 school year with
abang, asthe most participated edition
ever, bringingvaluable knowledge to
more than 18,000 students, from 900
classesinaround 60 municipalities.
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Anintimate garden,
protected by cork

Returningto the RHS Chelsea Flower Show, cork features
prominently in the garden of the National Autistic Society,
aproject by Sophie Parmenter and Dido Milne, with materials
and technical support supplied by Amorim Cork Insulation.
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The gardenasarefuge, butaboveall
asametaphor forsocial camouflage

or ‘masking’, astrategy adopted by
several people suffering from the autism
spectrumdisorder. Thisisthe theme of
the garden that the artistand botanist
Sophie Parmenterand the architect
Dido Milne (CSK Architects) designed
for the National Autistic Society’srepre-
sentationatthe 2024 edition ofthe RHS
Chelsea Flower Show, which highlights
the everyday experience of an autistic
person, usingcork wallsto create aseries
of spacesdedicated to different types of
socialinteraction - at work, with friends
and family, with partnersand by oneself.
The garden, which won a Silver-Gilt
medal,includes expanded cork
agglomerate supplied by Amorim Cork
Insulation. Thismaterial was chosen
because ofits sustainability (the entire
projectwas conceived from an ecological
perspective) and because it delivers
unrivalled thermal and acousticinsula-
tion,due to cork’smolecular characte-
ristics, creatingpeaceful private spaces.

Woodenstructuresand the cork blocks
frame the vibrantgardens, surrounding
aplant-covered inner sanctum that
symbolisesthe complexity and beauty
ofthe mind. Cork’ssoft texture, unique
sweetaromaand its temperature close
tothatofthe humanbody provide a
comfortingsensory experience, further
accentuated by the scents of the flowers
andplantschosenand arrangedin
multiple layers.

Movingbeyond the cork walls, visitors
discoveramarvellousinteriorgarden,
covered inmoss, green texturesand
colourful flowers, thatarouse asensation
of supportandsafety. The overallethos
of the garden respondsto the goal of
harmonisinga natural ecosystem with
humanintervention, fromare generative
and circular perspective. With many
nooksand crannies where visitors can
bealone or have a quiet chat, Sponsored
by Project GivingBack, the garden
emphasisestherole of corkin creating
relaxingand secluded environments.
Afterthe end ofthisevent, the garden

will be transferred and installed in
one ofthe National Autistic Society’s
centresin Scotland, tobe enjoyed asa
socialisingspace for residents, families
and employees.
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Our People
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AMORIM

Sustainable by nature

www.amorim.com



