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The evolution of neutrality has aname: Xpur®
Cork hasbeen used asaclosure for thousands of years. From ampho-
rae to wine and sparklingwine bottles, we have the mostrenowned
examples of authors and brands who have used this noble material.
In the 17th century, Dom Pérignon chose cork stoppers to seal the
bottles of his famous champagne, and it is said that the first bottle
of Coca-Cola, produced between 1894 and 1899, was sealed with
a cork stopper. Centuries later, innovation and the globalisation
of new technologies such as Xptir®, which combat TCA and other
sensory deviations, are increasingly precise. From Dom Pérignon’s
France tothe vineyards of South Africa, one thingcan be known for
sure:the cork stopperisgoingglobal, with Amorim.
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21t century
supercritical fluid
technology drives
international
sales of Amorim
Cork’s Xptr®
microgranulated

stoppers

MIX

Paper from
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FSC

wniscog  FSC® C114687

Withan R&D processdatingbackto 2016
andagloballaunchin 2021, Xpiir®isa major
innovationin Amorim Cork’sarmoury for
combatting TCA. Theaimisnot “simply”
toensure thatreleasable TCA contentis
equaltoorlower than the detection limit
of 0.3ng*, buttodosoinamuch more
efficient manner than traditional super-
critical CO, technology, that was developed
inthe 20th century. Xpiir® uses only 25% of
the energy and 10% of the CO, previously
required, importantadvancesthatallow
Xptr®stoppersto offer the best CO,
balance of microgranulated cork stoppers
at-393g/eperstopper. Anindependent
study conducted by the consultancy firm
Price WaterhouseCoopersestablished this
impressive figure and also revealsthat the
Xpiir®stopperhasacarbon footprint of
-3.542gCO, perstopper when considering
the cradle-to-gate approachand -2.086
gCO, perstopper when considering
shippingto the UK, one of the most
world’simportant wine import markets.
Butthe demandingspecificationsset by
the company wenteven further.Idealised
for premium, fast-rotation wines, Amorim
alsostipulated that Xpiir®stoppers must
offer the highest percentage of cork of any
other equivalent cork stopper. Thishas
beenachieved with acomposition of98%
natural cork by volume that dispenses
withunnecessary chemicalimpacts while
maintaininga consistently low O2 transfer
rate. Faced with the longlist of innovations
implemented, wine producers fromall
over the world have responded with such
widespread enthusiasm thatitled tothe
immediate construction ofasecond Xpiir®
unit, which will come into operationin the
second halfof 2023. To capitalise on this
success, Amorim Cork haslaunched an
ambitious promotional campaign for Xpiir®
technology in 2023 - the company’slargest
ever global advertising campaign, covering
the world’s 12 main wine marketsand

more than 30 leading wine publications,
including, for the first time, advertisingin
some of the world’s most prestigious wine
magazines. Finally, to give more context
tothe innovation effort, itisimportant to
remember thatboth the development
andlaunch of Xpiir® coincided with the
R&D processthatenabled the launch of
Naturity®technology for natural cork
stoppers. These two pioneeringtechnol-
ogies,aimed at natural corkand micro-
granulated cork stoppers, are the world’s
mostecological, innovative and efficient
anti-TCA technologies.

Inaworld where corkisincreasingly an
example of the necessary balance between
the 3Psof sustainability for the 21 century:
people, planetand partnerships.

*Releasable TCA contentequal to orless
thanthe detectionlimit of 0.3 ng/1;analysis
conducted accordingtoanin-house
methodbased onthe ISO 20752 standard.
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Sustainable

Developmentin
review with the BCSD

LastJune, Corticeira Amorim hosted the
annual meetingofthe Board of Directors
and other staftf of the Business Council
for Sustainable Development (BCSD)
Portugal, held at the group’srenovated
museum centre - the Heritage House.
Corticeira Amorimiscommitted toa
sustainable future, in alignment with
BCSD Portugal’s path towards sustaina-
bility, promotingpositive action through
responsible business practicesandinline
with ESG objectives. The visit reinforced
the two organisations’shared values, and
strengthened Corticeira Amorim’sdeter-
mination to continue collaboratingand
workingtogether forabetter tomorrow.
Duringthe meeting, Cristina Riosde
Amorim, Corticeira Amorim’s Sustain-
ability Directorand Deputy Chair of the
Board of BCSD Portugal,emphasised the
importance of the work conducted by

BCSD, which offersaleadingreference
in promotingsustainability in Portugal.
Cristina Amorimstated that BCSDis “an

agile,dynamicand extremely relevant
partnerintermsof corporate sustain-
ability, inspiringitsmemberson this
journey, while contributingto the
construction of robust publicpoliciesand
raisingawarenessin Portuguese society”.
Antonio Piresde Lima, the Chairman of
BCSD, andJoao Menezes, the Secretary
General, reinforced the message presented
atthe annual conference, held onthe
previousday at the Alfindega do Porto.
Under the motto “Business with purpose”
andbased on the international targets
agreed for 2020-30, the participants
discussed commitmentsand challenges
for the current decade, especially good
business practices, while highlightinggood
examples within the corporate world.

BCSD Portugalis part of the WBCSD global
network, the largestinternational business
organisation promotingsustainable
development.
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Alqueva Solar Park

wins European

Sustainable
Energy Award

EDP’s pioneeringproject, which resulted
fromapartnership with Amorim Cork
Compositesand the Spanish manufacturer,
[sigenere, was distinguished by the
European Commissionin the Innovation
category of the “European Sustainable
Energy Awards 2023”. In operationsince
July 2022, itis Europe’slargest floating
solarpark onareservoir, thatincorporates
almost 12,000 photovoltaic panelsand
hasthe capacity tosupply more than

30% ofthe populationin this part of

the Alentejoregion.

Amorim Cork Composites wasa

key partner in the design of the floats
supportingeach ofthe panels. The
company hasdeveloped aninnovative
material, based onanew cork composite,
which hasnotonly delivered a15%

reductionin the platform’s weight
butalso helped achieve a30% reduction
inthe carbon footprint of production of
thefloats. This partnershipisthe result of
the two companies’shared commitment
tosustainability and acommongoal to
combat climate change through decar-
bonisation and energy transition. Inan
interview for a previous edition of Amorim
News, Miguel Patena, EDP’s Director of
Green Hydrogen Engineering, explained
that cork was chosen for the projectas
“anatural option (...) reinforced by the
very factthatitislocated in the Alentejo
region, where cork oak treesand cork are
apredominant raw material”and he also
anticipated an increasingly decisive role
for thismaterial in the energy sector.
“Corkhasexcellentinsulatingproperties,

makingitideal forapplicationinthesector,
for example in batteries, as Amorim Cork
Composites hasalready demonstrated
andalso forinsulation of containerised
substationsin wind and solar farmsand,
why not,asaconstruction material for such
facilities” The Alquevasolar farm project
wasone of three finalists selected for the
European Sustainable Energy Awards
2023, afteraglobal voteinJune.

YEAR40/ISSUE2



Amorim Cork
Flooring wins
international
Design awards

Two collections from Amorim Cork
Flooringare amongthe winning projectsin
the Global Prize Designs 2023, an annual
award that honours the best furniture,
lightingand textile products. Two Amorim
Wise capsule collections - Bureland
Origem - were awarded top prizeinthe
Furniture category (sub-category: Floor
and Wallcoverings Unit). Both collections
were developed in partnership with Vicara
Design Studio, coordinated by the Product
Designer, Ana Teixeira.

Burel,acollection of wall coverings, isthe
resultofa collaborative circular production
system that combines two of Portugal’s
most traditional materials: cork and wool.
Inturn, Origemisa collection of floor
coveringsinspired by the coloursofthe
cork oak forest after the harvest, creatinga
unique palette. Both collections combine
the best of contemporary and sustainable
design with centuries-old Portuguese
manufacturingtraditions, while demon-
stratingthe versatility of cork asan excellent
raw material for thisindustry. The Global
Design Awards for Modern Furniture +
Lighting were originally conceived by

the Museum of Modern Artin New York

(MoMA), butare now organised by Global
Design Newsand The Chicago Athenaeum:
Museum of Architecture and Design.

The awards offer aunique opportunity

for competitors to be ranked amongst the
world’sleadingdesigners, architectsand
manufacturers.

In October, an exhibition ofall the winning
projectswillopenin Athens, where the
awards ceremony will also be held. This
isaspecialmomentof celebration that

will bringtogether designers, manufac-
turersand industry expertsto honour the
innovative spiritand talent underpinning
the winningprojects.
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Cork showcasedin

the Salone del Mobile
with the Suber Design
collection

Cork wasone of the highlights in the 61st edition of the Salone
del Mobile - the world’s most prestigious design fair, which ran
between April 18 to 23 in the Fiera Milano Rho. In this global
showcase of the latest trends and innovations in the furniture
and design industry Amorim Cork Italia’s Suber Design
collection was unveiled to the world.

Part of the multi-award-winning Suber
Cork Second Life project, bornfrom
Corticeira Amorim’sglobal commitment
tosustainability, this collection representsa
natural development ofthe ETICO Project,
arecyclingprogramme launchedin 2011,
hasinvolved non-profitorganisationsin
Italy in the collection of used cork stoppers.
Instead of beingdiscarded, these corksare
givenasecondlife, becomingeco-friendly
interior design objects whose formal beauty
isintrinsically linked to the philosophy
thatgave rise tothem.The presentation

of this collection wasaccompanied by a
seriesof meetings dedicated to the topic
“Discovering Cork”, which brought together
variousinternational namesin the sector
todebate the role of this raw materialin

the future of sustainable design and archi-
tecture. Cork’sstrongpresence at this
renowned event reinforcesits positionas
the preferred materialforarchitectsand
designersaround the world: from flooring
with conceptual visual effects, tomodern
interior panellingand essentialinsulation,
corkisaconsciousand versatile choice that
addsvalue and beauty to every projectin
whichitisapplied.
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We are ON!
New Generations

Corticeira Amorim haslaunched the first edition of the event,
“We are ON! New Generations” event, which emphasises the
value and importance it places onits young employees. The event
-that was attended by the CEO Antonio Rios de Amorim and
the professor Pedro Santa Clara - offered a unique moment to
highlight the organisation’s mission and values. These principles
were encapsulated by the enthusiasm and curiosity of our young
employees at various points during the event.
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The event kicked offat the Circulo
Universitario do Porto with adynamic
teambuildingsession, where more than
150 youngemployees of Corticeira
Amorim were able tobreak theiceand
strengthen theirbonds. The first edition
of “We are ON!New Generations” did
more thanjust bringtogether young
employees;it created afavourable
environment for exchangingideasand
sharingthe fundamental values that
drive Corticeira Amorim.

One ofthe highlights was the speech

by the group’s Chairman and CEO,
Antonio Riosde Amorim, whose
inspiringwords outlined the company’s
vision for the comingyears.Inapanel
onthe Future of Work, Pedro Santa
Claraand Manuel Miranda, Sector Sales
Leaderat Amorim Cork Composites
and Catarina Aradjo, Amorim Cork’s
Human Resources Business Partner,
spoke about the challenges facingyoung
people and companiesin the current

and future context, sharingdiverse
opinionsand perspectives on this topic
that wasrelevanttoall the participants.
Moderated by Carlos Bessa, the group’s
Communications Manager, the panel
“Workinthe Future?” explored topics
suchasthe integration of Artificial Intel-
ligence into business, the expectations
andaspirations of the new generation
and the challenges posed by the current
global economic context. It was clear
that Corticeira Amorim issensitive to
market changesand the aspirations ofits
employees, as Antonio Riosde Amorim
explained: “Youngpeople are helping
tobuild Corticeira Amorim’s future.
That's why we want themto be notonly
our present, butalso theambition of
the future” Vanessa Teixeira, Head of
Corporate HR Projects, reinforced this
message by emphasisingthe unique
opportunity provided by the event.
With avision aligned with the company’s
mission, she pointed out that Corticeira
Amorimisnotjustfocused onemployees
whoare nowjoiningthe company,
buton creatingageneral environment
thatisafactor of continuousgrowth

and developmentforall.

The eventended withan “Ask The
CEQ”session, marked by the young
employees’boldnessand curiosity.
Itwasnotonly possible to pose
questions, butalso outline solutions
and guidelinesfor the future. Atthe

end, there wasarelaxed atmosphere

of celebrationamongst everyone that
helped consolidate relationshipsand
strengthenasense of belonging,

The event was more than ameeting; it was
amilestone, that represents Corticeira
Amorim’scommitmenttoinvestingin
itshuman capital for the future:its New
Generations,now more “ON” than ever.
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Innovationona
global scale: Xpiir®is
conquering the world

Launchedin 2021 by Amorim Cork, the supercritical fluid
technology thatisapplied to Xpiir® microgranulated stoppers

is already embraced by wine producers across five continents.
Technological innovation can make it possible to eliminate
sensory deviations, while ensuring that cork’s natural properties
and its sustainability credentials are preserved intact.
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Whatif TCA and other sensory deviations
hadtheirdaysnumbered? Thatseemsto
be the promise oftfered by Xptir® - the new
supercritical fluid technology developed
by Amorim Cork, whichmarksabefore
and after momentin the fight against
against negative volatile compounds.
Sinceitslaunchin 2021, the pioneering
technology applied to microgranu-

lated cork stoppershasbeenadopted by
wine producersaround the world, who
trust Amorim Cork’s Xptir®stoppersas
the bestsealingsolution for their wines.
Thanksto their effectiveness, verified
byindependentstudies, in delivering
non-detectable TCA performance*

and eliminating other negative volatile
compounds, Xptir®stoppers have
generated tremendous enthusiasmin the
wine world, boostingsales of this type of
closure internationally and evenleading
to the construction ofasecond production
plant, which will be operational by the
end 0f2023. Although used since the
early 1960s, supercritical CO, extraction
technologies were initially primarily
appliedin the food industry (tea, coffee,
extraction ofhops, spices, etc.). It took
until the firstdecade of the 21* century for
them to be applied to cork. Now, thanks

tomajor R&D+iinvestmentsby Amorim
Cork, they are takinganother step, consti-
tutinga huge leap forward, with aglobal
impact. Thisisbecause Xpiir®does more,
with less, fulfillingits objectives much
more efficiently than traditional super-
critical CO, technology, usingonly 25% of
the energy and 10% of the CO, previously
required. Supercritical, super-techno-
logicaland super-sustainable, Xpiir®
stoppers have nounnecessary chemical
impacts,are comprised by 98% natural
corkand offer the best CO, balance of
microgranulated cork stoppers(-393g/e
perstopper),as confirmed by arecent
Price Waterhouse Coopersstudy**, with
aconsistently low O2 transfer rate. This
new technology is currently applied to
two ranges of microgranulated stoppers
in Amorim Cork’s portfolio: Xptir®and
Qork®,both of which are manufactured
with 98% cork granules by volume.

The difference isthat Qork® managesto
be even “greener”, because it usesabinder
made from polyolsof 100% vegetable
origin. Ideal for premium, fast-drinking
wines, Xpiir®stoppersofferaunique
combination ofinnovation, sustainability
and efficiency. They have an attractive
appearance, facilitate extraction and offer

the highest percentage of cork of any micro-
granulated cork stopper. All this while
ensuringthatno undesirable compounds
undermingthe greatnessofthe wine.
*Releasable TCA contentequal to orless
thanthe detectionlimitof 0.3ng/];analysis
conducted accordingtoanin-house
methodbased onthe ISO 20752 standard.
**The independent study conducted by
the consultancy firm Price Waterhouse
Coopersrevealed that Xpiir®stoppers
haveacarbonfootprintof-3.542gof CO,
perstopper, when consideringthe carbon
stored in the stopper, assessed usinga
cradle-to-gate approach. Considering
shipmentto the UK, the carbon footprint
is-2.086gCO, perstopper.If we take
intoaccount the carbon sequestration
ofthe cork oak forest, the Xpiir®stopper
hasacarbonbalance of -393gof CO, per
stopper, consideringtransport to the UK.
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Christophe Sauvaud:
Marathon Man

Christophe Sauvaud ran the the legendary 250 km Marathon
des Sables, in the south of the Moroccan Sahara, with the
tenacity and resilience of a cork oak tree. In an interview with
Amorim News, the general manager of Amorim Top Series
France explains that in the desert, as in life, you need goals

to move forward.
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The Marathon des Sables (Marathon
ofthe Sands)isalegendary race, that
spans 250 kilometres of scorching
sand, with endless climbs, impossible
descents, stony ground and beautiful
dunesthathide more difficulties than
theirapparentsmoothnessseemsto
promise. Since 1986 the marathon has
taken athletes fromall over the world
tothe south ofthe Moroccan Sahara for
anexperience that many describe as
“excessive”, butalso beautiful and trans-
formative. Frenchman Christophe
Sauvaud, 60, isone of these amateur
athletes, and isalso general manager

of Amorim Top Series France. Having
already competed indozensofathletics
events, including10 marathons, the
Marathon des Sables was on his “bucket
list”. He resolved thisat the end of April
2023, because after months of training,
andshowingthe resilience ofa cork oak
tree, Sauvaud completed the six stages
ofthisepicrace - whichisequivalent,
onaverage, to one marathon per day.
[tisnotonlyatestofthe participants’
physicaland mental condition, but
alsoanincredible test of their self-suf-
ficiency. Eachathlete carries theirown
equipmentand food, and the organi-
sationdistributeslimited quantities of
water at checkpointsat 10 kmintervals,
where participantscanrest.
Christophe Sauvaud prepared for
several monthsfor one of the toughest
raceson the planet. “Runningis
demanding. [ hope tobeable torun for
many more years, which takesrigour,
will, commitmentand hard work,”

says Sauvaud, who began running
20yearsago.

“Thisinvolves personal values, life
values, and also valuesthat we find
inthe Amorim group,” he concludes.
Sauvaud, whojoined Amorimin 2008
aftera career workingin the spirits
sector, was one of the 1,100 partic-
ipants, from 55 different national-
ities, who began the 37th edition of
thischallengingdesertrace. Ofthese,
30% droppedout,inpart,due tothe
harshnessofthe marathon - which
requires careful management of
hydration, nutritionandrest -and also
the particularly adverse conditions of
thisyear’sedition. As Sauvaud explains,
the temperature wasalways higer than
40°C, reachingpeaksofover 502 Cat
some pointsalongthe route. This was
the second most difficultedition of the
event, only surpassed by the October
2021 edition.

In the race,
asin life

Despite the tremendous challenge, it
wasan unforgettable and rewarding
experience. Sauvaud remembersthe
harshnessoftherace, butabove allhe
cherishesthe momentsofsharingatthe
end ofeach day when the participants,
sharingrudimentary tentsset upinthe
desert, gathered inasimple campunder
the stars. “Fromahuman perspective,
it'san extraordinaryrace.

We forge very strongbonds of friendship
and there wasalot ofsolidarity.

In conditionsas challengingasthose of
the desert, it’simpossible not to think
ofthe fortitude and resilience of the

cork oak tree, resistingstrongtempera-
tures, baked by the sun, and yet contrib-
uting, initshumble majesty, to regulating
the hydrological cycle of the soil while
generously givingoffits greatest treasure,
cork. Did thistree, which he knowsso
well, serve asan inspiration for Sauvaud?
Probably so, he finds many parallels
between runningand life: “Togetahead,
inlife andinsport, youneed projects

and passion. Without work and passion,
you can’tachieve results” It's these goals
thatdrive him,and that’s why he feels
completelyathome at Amorim, and
sayshe truly appreciatesits dynamic
atmosphere: “WhatIlike most about
Amorimisthat we never stand still.
We'reingear, butit’sa positive gear.
We're passionate, highly committed

and veryattached tothe Amorim group.
There’sabigdistance between Portugal
and France, butin fact we're right next
door. There are projects, there’s this
desire to move forward” The same desire
thatmotivateshim togetup every day to
work,and which will most likely lead him
back to the Marathon des Sables, in two
years'time. [t wasthe toughestrace he's
ever taken partin, he confesses, but that’s
precisely why he wantsto return. It takes
strength of mind to complete the race,
above anythingelse: “You have to have a
warrior’s mentality,” Sauvaud explains,
concludingwith asmile, “That’s why, you
have to work at Amorim”.
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«Maintaining the focus
on cork production,
whichis the heart and
soul of the project, the
Herdade da Torre invests
in diversification and
operates on “several
fronts”, in particular
through investment
inrenewable energies.»

In Ponte de Sor, Portalegre, the Herdade da Torre hasbeen a
leadingreference for cork production in Portugal for over more
than centuries. The owner, Antonio Mascarenhas, talksabout
the past, present and future of the estate, which like its huge
forest, has deep roots and must seek ways to renew itself.




The cork oak forestisa unique ecosystem
based on the interaction between man
and nature, includingthe faunaand flora
and the environmental conditions. This
relationship began atavery early age for
Antonio Mascarenhas, manager ofthe
Herdade da Torre estate, thathasbeen
owned by hisfamily for five centuries
andisnow partofthe Casasde Fronteira
e AlornaFoundation. “My father was

the manager ofthe Condadoda Torre.
Imoved here asaninfantand stayed until
[wastenyearsold. Since it was primarily
aforestry estate, [wasable to follow life
inthe countryside and the forest from an
early age. It'swhat [ always wanted to do.
SowhenIwentto Lisbon tostudy, [ chose
acourse that would enable me toreturn,
andI've alwaysbeen involved in the life
ofthe estate, to whichIbelonged”. Ashe
looksbackon hislife, he findsitdifficult
tosingle outasingle memory of cork, but
Antonio Mascarenhasstill makesan effort:
“WhenIwasn’tatschool, Iwould always
accompany our foreman, Serafim. [ was
almost hisdriver. We'd see the cork, the
harvest, we’d walk through the fields, we’d
goandsee the corkyard. [wasable tosee
how the entire process proceeded - the
planks, the cork, checkingwhether it was
good orbad” he recalls, “That wasabit ofa
normal day for me, perhapsnot forachild
nowadays. There were others who did the
same, right? Butit'salwaysinteresting,
knowingor havingthatexperience also
makesiteasier tounderstand”.

The naturalness with which he
immersed himselfin the world of cork
gave him toolsthat he applies today, with
the same familiarity,in management of
the estate, whichisespecially relevant
onalarge undertaking: there are more
than 7,000 hectares, with around 5,300
hectares of cork oak forest, butalso
eucalyptustrees (around 700 hectares)
andstone pine trees (100 hectares).
Onan estate where cork isthe main

crop, the agricultural dimension remains
active,and over the yearsvarious crops
have been grown there. “It’'sanatural
thing” he concludes, “Even froma
management perspective, [ think it
always hasanimpact. Because even
naturally we have reactions that we've
had ssince we werelittle, and it’s different
fromsomeone who takesa university
degree, arrivesin the countryside,and
asksthemselves ‘now where doIlook?””
[t'sthisgaze, which bridgesthe gap
between the pastand future, thathe
projectsinaconvinced but passionate
manner inthe Herdade da Torre.

A bit of family
history

The first historical records of the Herdade
daTorre date back to the 16th century.

It wasanancient Morgadio (majorat) that
later became the Condado da Torre,and
which today retainsits original size of
7,204 hectares. “Ultimately, in the family’s
history, this Estate only became relevant
when cork began toincrease in value,
anditwasn’tsimply cork. There are few
historical records of thisestate. There’sa
funny story about when the railway line
arrived, the Count of Torre said yessir,
they could buildit, but on the condition
thattheyleftastationinthe Torre das
Vargens. Furthermore, the tower was
subsequently moved to the village of
Torre das Vargens. The most interesting
thingisundoubtedly that the estate has
maintained its original size over the years,
in face ofall the different circumstances.
It’sanalmost unreal number, and also
agreatresponsibility,” he concludes.In
the 1980s, Dom José Maria Mascarenhas,
Antodnio Mascarenhas’ father, decided to
build small damsin the estate, something
thatthat Antonio believes wasdecisive
for the future of Herdade da Torre. “It
wasaveryimportant thing, whichis what
safeguardsus now. It wassomethingmy
fathertalked aboutalot, and today it has
become even more important. In other
words, my irrigated land has water all year
round thanksto these small dams”. During
thisperiod, there wasagreat deal of
developmenton the estate, with various
crops, in particular tobacco production,
enablingittogainaprominentrolein

the industry. With regard to the cork oak
forest, aninnovation wasalso introduced
atthattime - the phasingofthearea of
the cork oak forestinto different plots -
which makesit possible to have a constant
annual cork harvestingsystem. “Few
peoplerealise what thisentails”, explains
Antonio Mascarenhas, “butIdo,'ve been
doingitfor40yearsandit’snotfinished”.

The path of
diversification

Eveninaresilientforestlike the cork oak
forest, the impact of climate change isfelt.
Familiar with the theory, butalso with the
terrain, Antonio Mascarenhas monitors
the harvestand notes the differences, the
increasingly short time to extract cork,
and the way in which, insome years, the
cork oaktrees, asaresult of these changes,
find it more difficult to “give” cork. While
maintainingits focus on cork production,
whichisthe basisand soul of the project,
the Herdade da Torre estate isinvestingin
diversification, workingon “several fronts”,
inparticular by investinginrenewable
energies. “Notin the cork oak forestareas,
whichare fortunately protected, butin
otherareasthatare havingabigimpacton
renewable energy production. Basically,
we're investingin diversifyingresources
andincome, and with renewable energies,
with the installation of photovoltaic panels
insome areas, with forestry and irrigation,
there are several fronts thathelp each
other, wherein corkis obviously

the mainsegment”.

«we're investing

in diversifying
resourcesand
income, and with
renewable energies,
with the installation
of photovoltaic
panelsin some areas,
with forestry and
irrigation,there

are several fronts
that help each
other,wherein cork
is obviously the
main segment»
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Need for
renovation

The renewal of the cork oak forestin
Portugal, aconcernshared by many

producers, isacentralissue when thinking

about the future of the forest. “From what
Isee, fromthe knowledge obtained from
some producers, since [don’t know the
entire national reality, I thinkit’sincreas-
ingly difficult to plan for the longterm.
It’'sonly for those who live and who are
actually farmers or foresters who think
like that. Because it’sdifficult to make
acommitment to the cork oak forest
over the longterm:ifwe think about
plantingor reforestation, the successrate
isverylow; the health problems with
oak pinhole borer or flathead oak borer
are destroyingthe health ofthe cork oak
forestand destroyingmany trees. What
happensisthat we extract the cork, and if
thereisnorenewal of the forest, whichis
often unnoticeable, 20 or 30 yearslater
the cork oaktreesare already 100 or 120
yearsold. Basically, ifthereisn’tabalance
between dyingand new trees, you will
reachabreakingpoint”.

Plantingnew cork oak treescould bea
solution, but for Antdnio Mascarenhas,
especially in areas with poor soils, this
isvery difficult due to the low success
rate. “The solution, [ think,istotry to
valorise the cork oak forest, so that

there issome financial availability to
invest,” heargues. “We don’t have any
mechanisms for dealingwith health
problemsin the forest. So there’sonly
one way toimprove it - to sow or plant.
They’re notideal, norare they perfect,
butIthink they’re easier to develop
through successful plantingtechniques,
rather than extendingthe cork oak forest
tobarrenareas, which seemsunrealistic
tome. Anotherissoil correction. [ have
apersonal, empiricalidea, butit’'smy
ownpoint of view, thatasaresult of
climate change - it'snotorious that
rainfallisbeingconcentratedin ever
shorterand more spaced out periods —
thereisapressingneed forundergrowth,
underbrush”. Antonio Mascarenhas
doesn’tadvocate “uncontrolled
undergrowth”. He simply pointsto the
need to create conditions of humidity
andshade that will enable youngcork
oak treesto grow.

Thinkingabout
the future

“Inany forestry area, we see that growth
alwaysleadsto more production,and
inanintensive way. So it makessense to
developseveralareas, includingthe cork
oaktree.Ithinkit'simportant toinvest
inirrigation, aslongasthereistree-re-
lated research. In other words, we’re not
goingtoirrigate a tree with greatgenetic
variability. Irrigating trees thataren’t

selectedisdangerousand a waste of time.

AndIthink that’'swhat’shappening,
since we're investingin research.

The only concernlhave about having
somuchirrigationisthat there won’t
be enough water for everything, And
fromwhatlunderstand, I don’t know if
removingirrigation after 20 years will
work. And there are special rulesfor
cork oakforests.
Ifthereistobeirrigation of the cork
oak forest, there hasto beitsown
legislation, because thisisn’t possible
under currentlegislation. The law was
made to protect the coak oak tree,and
that’'sagood thing, but there would have
tobe changes”. Aware that the future
may involve cork oak plantations,
Antonio Mascarenhas continues to
believe in “natural forest”, somethinghe
intendsto maintainatthe Herdade da
Torre. “We're notgoingto do intensive
production, which doesn't mean there
won’tbe small patches with thislogic”
He hasamore cautious perspective:
“Ifthere’sa planting problem,'m
interested in protectingregrowth.
That’s what we're doinghere. If we're
goingto clear the undergrowth,

we first have to have people who

are onthe ground markingthe new
cork oakstrees”

Lookingtowardsthe future, Anténio
Mascarenhasbelievesthateverything
will be automated, and he can easily
imagine roboticequipment-much
more precise - replacingundergrowth
cuttersasanoperation. “Ibelieve in
planting, butabove allin defending
regrowth. I also think that we can
diversify, that the cork oak forest can

be transformed not only for cork
production, butalso for tourists,
followingthe example set by wine
tourism. Another way of creatingadded
value for the forestis the issue of carbon
sequestration, whichisn’teasy to
quantify, but could be away forward”.

“I'think that

the solutionis

to valorise the

Cork oak forest
(Montado), so

that there issome
financial availability
to be able toinvest.”
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House made of
wood, straw and
cork wins Italy’s
biggest sustainable
architecture prize

Casa Quattro was the winning project of the prestigious Casa
Climaaward. [t was designed by Luca Compri, the founder of
the Lcastudioin Varese, We spoke with the architect about
this 100% sustainable house, born from a collaboration with
Corticeira Amorim’s distributor in Italy, Tecnosugheri.
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Sustainability is one of the main focuses
of your studio. Can you remember your
first contact with cork and your first
impressions?

I've been familiar with cork since I'was
achild.Tusedto play with cork bark and

used it to make small caves and mountains.

ThenIsaw someinsulated cork panels
atthe Milan Design Fairand immediately
thought ofusingthemin one of my
projects. [t waslove at first sight!

How did you decide to use cork in the
Casa Quattro project?

What were the end results? [ wanted
tomake ahouse that was completely
sustainable and recyclable.lasked

my clientssolely to use truly natural
materials, suchaswood, rice straw
(internalinsulation) and cork (external
insulation). We liked the cork somuch
thatwe decided notto coverit. Instead,
we patographed itin 3D, makingthe
facadesofthe house truly specialand
vibrantinsunlight.

You recently had the opportunity

to visit Portugal and learn about the
cork harvesting process process

and our products.

Was this your first time in Portugal?
What did you learn from the experience?
No, many yearsago I visited the cork oak
forestand the factory where Amorim’s
panelsare produced. Thisisbasically the
fourth timeI've beento Portugal.Ifind
the countryand people very friendly!
Ilearntalotfromthisexperience and
really understood that cork hasa very
high degree of sustainability.

How do youimagine the role of materials
such as cork in shaping the buildings

and structures of tomorrow?

Casa Quattro won the Wood Architecture
Prize 2023 inItaly, whichis perhaps our
country’smostimportant recognition for

sustainable architecture. The buildingwon

this prize precisely because it represents
the possibility of buildinga house with
natural materialsand with great attention

notonly to the planetandsavingenergy,
butalso toarchitectural quality. Sustaina-
bility correspondsabove all to beauty,
andgood architecture mustalways take
thisintoaccount.
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Sea Change:
asustainable wave
in the wine industry

Sea Change isarange ofaward-winning
ecological wines, that hasestablished
apartnership with Corticeira Amorim
to put cork stoppersinallitsbottles,
followed astudy conducted by the
company into the environmental impact
ofatraditional wine bottle. This decision
complementsother measures thataim
to outline amore sustainable approach
for the wine industry, includingthe
elimination of plastic wrappingaround
the cork, the use 0of100% recycled and
recyclable packaging, and the selection
of FSC® certified paper for the wine
labels. But the wave of sustainability
doesn’tend there. Each bottle sold helps
fund ocean conservation projects.
Over€350,000 hasbeenraised to

date forits marine charity partners.
The partnership with Corticeira
Amorim hasgenerated reflection about
the many parallelsbetween terrestrial
and marine forestsand the crucial role
of bothin combatingclimate change.
CarlosdeJesus, Amorim’s Marketing
and Communications Director,
expresses the company’ssatisfaction
with this partnership: “At Amorim, we
are delighted tosee asustainable wine
projectthatisnotonly supportingthe
corkindustry, but provingthat sustain-
ability isnotjust somethingnice for
consumers, butsomethingthat can
beadecisive factorin the success of

any business” Toby Hancock, Sea
Change’s CEO,added: “The response
from consumersto Sea Change Wine’s
approachhasbeen overwhelming,

and we are thrilled to be working
closely with Amorim asakey partner
inbringingthis projecttolife”
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Cork’s discreet
materiality showcased
in the Venice Biennale

In the project by the studio, Fosbury Architecture, for the Italian
Pavilion at the Venice Architecture Biennale 2023, cork stood
out through the materiality and sustainability of a proposal
designed for the new millennium. Amorim Cork Flooring’s cork
solutions lined the exhibition units of the Spaziale exhibition,
thereby creatinga narrative unity which simultaneously refers
tothe expansion of architecture asadiscipline.
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Ustions

Corkwill be showcased in the Venice
Architecture Biennale in 2023, in a project
developed by the renowned Fosbury
Architecture collective, The theme of the
biennial’s18th editionis “The laboratory
ofthe future”, based on the urgent need to
find solutionsto the common problems
thatface humanity and the planet. The
[talian pavilion, organised in the form of
an exhibition, will host part of the Spaziale
proposal -atripartite initiative thatin

the contextofthe global crisis of the new
millennium of scarce resources. invites
architectsto forma“movement” that
expands the boundaries ofarchitecture,
pushingitinanew direction. Perhaps
thatiswhy cork - anatural, reusable
andrecyclable material - was chosento
cover the displayed items, creatinga fluid
and unitary discourse and a continuum
between the exhibition’snine proposals,

il

created by different studios from various
partsofltaly. The Fosbury Architecture
collective was founded in 2013, by five
youngarchitectsborninthelate 1980s -
Giacomo Ardesio, Alessandro Bonizzoni,
Nicola Campri, Veronica Caprino,and
Claudia Mainardi. The studio viewsarchi-
tectureasamediatingtool between the
individual and the collective,and also
between “expectationsand resources,
sustainability and pragmatism”.
Inaprojectdeveloped with supportfrom
Amorim Cork Flooring, cork was chosenin
Venice due toitsmateriality and sustain-
ability,and alsoitsItalian identity. With
experimental proposalsthatextend
beyond conventional limits, the Fosburys
question the established notion ofarchi-
tecture,emphasisingthe processand the
relationship between people, communities
and placesthatare triggered by architecture,

rather than the built objectasthe disci-
pline’s primary goal. Thisis precisely what
the studiois proposingin Venice,inan
exhibition that runs until 26 November
and brings together the interventions of
nine [talian architects from various parts
ofthe country, based onlocal experiences,
ultimately creatingan outline of the Italian
peninsula. In thissharedjourney;, itisthe
strength ofthe collective that emerges,
and cork helps create aspatial unity
comprised by diversity and sustainability.
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Our People
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